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Week Ending Friday, June 2, 2006

Statement on Senate Confirmation of
Robert J. Portman To Be Director of
the Office of Management and
Budget

May 26, 2006

I commend the Senate for confirming Rob
Portman as Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget. In this key position,
Rob will have a leading role on my economic
team and will help ensure that the Govern-
ment spends the taxpayers’ money wisely, or
not at all. In addition, Rob will be in charge
of implementing my goal of cutting the budg-
et deficit in half by 2009 while funding our
priorities. The American people deserve re-
sults for every hard-earned dollar they send
to Washington. Rob is a man of character
and will perform his duties with dedication
and integrity. I congratulate Rob and his fam-
ily on today’s confirmation and thank him for
his continued service to our Nation.

NoTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Commencement Address at the
United States Military Academy in
West Point, New York

May 27, 2006

Thank you for the warm welcome—Gen-
eral Lennox, Secretary Harvey, Members of
the United States Congress, Academy staff
and faculty, distinguished guests, proud fam-
ily, and, most importantly, the class of 2006.

On the way in, General Lennox showed
me what you did to his car. [Laughter] I told
him, “That’s a fine looking vehicle”—[laugh-
ter]—"but you need to stay away from Ma-
rine One.” [Laughter]

I see a lot of “Gray Hogs” out there—
a few “Century Men” too. During your 4
years at this Academy, I'm told, there are
about 18,000 opportunities to be late for

class, drill, march, or inspection—and many
of you availed yourselves of those opportuni-
ties. [Laughter] Others got written up just
for having bad haircuts. No matter what rea-
son you got slugged, help is on the way. In
keeping with longstanding tradition, I hereby
absolve all cadets who are on restriction for
minor conduct offenses. I leave it to General
Lennox to define exactly what “minor”
means. [Laughter]

It’s a privilege to stand before the future
leaders of the United States Army. You have
worked hard to get to this moment. You've
survived the hardest Beast on record—the
“best summer of your lives” in Buckistan—
countless hours in the House of Pain. In 4
years, you've been transformed from “bean-
heads” to “yuks” to “cows” and “Firsties.”
And today you will become proud officers
of the greatest Army in the history of the
world. Your teachers are proud of you; your
parents are proud of you; and so is your Com-
mander in Chief. Congratulations on a fan-
tastic achievement.

This Academy has shaped your minds and
bodies for the challenges that lie ahead. You
worked hard in the classroom and on the
playing field to prepare for the rigors of com-
bat. One cadet described the West Point atti-
tude this way: “First I'll beat Navy and Air
Force, and then I'll beat the enemies of free-
dom on the battlefield.”

The field of battle is where your degree
and commission will take you. This is the first
class to arrive at West Point after the attacks
of September the 11th, 2001. Each of you
came here in a time of war, knowing all the
risks and dangers that come with wearing our
Nation’s uniform. And I want to thank you
for your patriotism, your devotion to duty,
your courageous decision to serve. America
is grateful and proud of the men and women
of West Point.

The reality of war has surrounded you
since your first moments at this Academy.
More than 50 of your fellow cadets here at
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West Point have already seen combat in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. And 34 times since your
class arrived, you have observed a moment
of silence in Washington Hall to honor a
former cadet fallen in the war on terror. Each
loss is heartbreaking, and each loss has made
you even more determined to pick up their
mantle, to carry on their fight, and to achieve
victory. We will honor the memory of those
brave souls. We will finish the task for which
they gave their lives. We will complete the
mission.

West Point has adapted to prepare you for
the war you're about to enter. Since the at-
tacks of September the 11th, 2001, this Acad-
emy has established a new combating ter-
rorism center, a new minor in terrorism stud-
ies, with new courses in counterinsurgency
operations, intelligence, and homeland secu-
rity, and winning the peace. West Point has
expanded Arabic language training, has hired
new faculty with expertise in Islamic law and
culture, brought in members of the 101st and
82d Airborne to train you and share their ex-
periences on the frontlines in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. And each of you endured grueling
Saturday training events where you practiced
identifying IEDs, conducting convoy oper-
ations, and running checkpoints. By changing
to meet the new threats, West Point has
given you the skills you will need in Afghani-
stan and Iraq, and for the long war with Is-
lamic radicalism that will be the focus of
much of your military careers.

This Academy went through a similar pe-
riod of change six decades ago, at the end
of World War II. Some of West Point’s great-
est graduates—men like Eisenhower and
Bradley, Patton and MacArthur—had just
brought our Nation victory in Europe and
Japan. Yet almost immediately, a new threat
appeared on the horizon—the threat of im-
perial communism. And West Point, like
America, had to prepare for a long struggle
with a new adversary, one that would require
the determination of generations of Ameri-
cans.

In the early years of that struggle, free-
dom’s victory was not obvious or assured. In
1947, Communist forces were threatening
Greece and Turkey; the reconstruction of
Germany was faltering; mass starvation was
setting in across Europe. In 1948, Czecho-
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slovakia fell to communism; France and Italy
appeared to be headed for the same fate, and
Berlin was blockaded on the orders of Josef
Stalin. In 1949, the Soviet Union exploded
a nuclear weapon, giving our new enemy the
ability to bring catastrophic destruction to
our homeland. And weeks later, Communist
forces won their revolution in China and
claimed the world’s most populous nation for
communism. And in the summer of 1950,
seven North Korean divisions poured across
the border into South Korea, marking the
start of the first direct military clash of the
cold war. All of this took place in just the
first 5 years following World War II.

Fortunately, we had a President named
Harry Truman, who recognized the threat,
took bold action to confront it, and laid the
foundation for freedom’s victory in the cold
war. President Truman set a clear doctrine.
In a speech to Congress, he called for mili-
tary and economic aid to Greece and Turkey,
and announced a new doctrine that would
guide American policy throughout the cold
war. He told the Congress, “It must be the
policy of the United States to support free
peoples who are resisting attempted subjuga-
tion by armed minorities or by outside pres-
sures.” With this new doctrine, and with the
aid to back it up, Greece and Turkey were
saved from communism, and the Soviet ex-
pansion into Southern Europe and the Mid-
dle East was stopped.

President Truman acted boldly to confront
new adversaries. When Stalin tested Amer-
ica’s resolve with a blockade of Berlin, Presi-
dent Truman launched the Berlin Airlift, de-
livering supplies to the besieged city, forcing
the Red Army to back down, and securing
the freedom of West Berlin. Later, Truman
again responded to Communist aggression
with resolve, fighting a difficult war in Korea.
Korean war saw many setbacks and missteps
and terrible losses. More than 54,000 Ameri-
cans gave their lives in Korea. Yet in the end,
Communist forces were pushed back to the
38th Parallel, and the freedom of South
Korea was secure.

President Truman acted boldly to help
transform old adversaries into democratic al-
lies. In Asia, his administration led the effort
to help Japan change from a nation that had
launched a surprise attack on America into
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a thriving democracy and steadfast ally. In
Europe, he launched the Marshall Plan, an
unprecedented effort to help Germany and
other nations in Europe recover from war
and establish strong democracies. The Mar-
shall Plan cost about 100 billion in today’s
dollars, and it helped to save Western Eu-
rope from Soviet tyranny and led to the
emergence of democratic allies that remain
indispensable to the cause of peace today.

President Truman transformed our alli-
ances to deal with new dangers. After World
War 11, he led the effort to form the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, the first peace-
time alliance in American history. NATO
served as a military bulwark against Com-
munist aggression and helped give us a Eu-
rope that is now whole, free, and at peace.

President Truman positioned U.S. forces
to deal with new threats. Despite enormous
pressure to bring our troops home after
World War II, he kept American forces in
Germany to deter Soviet aggression, and kept
U.S. forces in Japan as a counterweight to
Communist China. Together with the de-
ployment of U.S. forces to Korea, the military
footprint Truman established on two con-
tinents has remained virtually unchanged to
this day and has served as the foundation for
security in Europe and in the Pacific.

President Truman launched a sweeping
reorganization of the Federal Government to
prepare it for a new struggle. Working with
Congress, he created the Department of De-
fense, established the Air Force as a separate
military service, formed the National Secu-
rity Council at the White House, and found-
ed the Central Intelligence Agency to ensure
America had the best intelligence on Soviet
threats.

President Truman made clear that the cold
war was an ideological struggle between tyr-
anny and freedom. At the time when some
still wanted to wish away the Soviet threat,
he brought Winston Churchill to Missouri to
deliver his famous “Iron Curtain” speech.
And he issued a Presidential directive called
NSC-68, which declared that America faced
an enemy “animated by a new fanatic faith”
and determined to impose its ideology on the
entire world. This directive called on the
United States to accept the responsibility of
world leadership and defend the cause of
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freedom and democracy—and that’s exactly
what the United States did.

By the actions he took, the institutions he
built, the alliances he forged, and the doc-
trines he set down, President Truman laid
the foundation for America’s victory in the
cold war. As President Truman put it towards
the end of his Presidency, “When history says
that my term of office saw the beginning of
the cold war, it will also say that in those
8 years, we set the course that can win it.”
His leadership paved the way for subsequent
Presidents from both political parties—men
like Eisenhower and Kennedy and Reagan—
to confront and eventually defeat the Soviet
threat.

Today, at the start of a new century, we
are again engaged in a war unlike any our
nation has fought before. And like Americans
in Truman’s day, we are laying the founda-
tions for victory. The enemies we face today
are different in many ways from the enemy
we faced in the cold war. In the cold war,
we deterred Soviet aggression through a pol-
icy of mutually assured destruction. Unlike
the Soviet Union, the terrorist enemies we
face today hide in caves and shadows and
emerge to attack free nations from within.
The terrorists have no borders to protect or
capital to defend. They cannot be deterred—
but they will be defeated. America will fight
the terrorists on every battlefront, and we
will not rest until this threat to our country
has been removed.

While there are real differences between
today’s war and the cold war, there are also
many important similarities. Like the cold
war, we are fighting the followers of a mur-
derous ideology that despises freedom,
crushes all dissent, has territorial ambitions,
and pursues totalitarian aims. Like the cold
war, our enemies are dismissive of free peo-
ples, claiming that men and women who live
in liberty are weak and lack the resolve to
defend our way of life. Like the cold war,
our enemies believe that the innocent can
be murdered to serve a political vision. And
like the cold war, theyre seeking weapons
of mass murder that would allow them to
deliver catastrophic destruction to our coun-
try. If our enemies succeed in acquiring such
weapons, they will not hesitate to use them,
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which means they would pose a threat to
America as great as the Soviet Union.

Against such an enemy, there is only one
effective response: We will never back down;
we will never give in; and we will never ac-
cept anything less than complete victory.
Like previous generations, history has once
again called America to great responsibilities,
and we're answering history’s call with con-
fidence. We're confronting new dangers with
new determination and laying the founda-
tions for victory in the war on terror.

In this new war, we have set a clear doc-
trine. After the attacks of September the
11th, T told a joint session of Congress,
“America makes no distinction between the
terrorists and the countries that harbor them.
If you harbor a terrorist, you are just as guilty
as the terrorists, and you're an enemy of the
United States of America.” In the months
that followed, I also made clear the principles
that will guide us in this new war: America
will not wait to be attacked again; we will
confront threats before they fully materialize;
we will stay on the offense against the terror-
ists, fighting them abroad so we do not have
to face them here at home.

In this new war, we have acted boldly to
confront new adversaries. When the Taliban
regime in Afghanistan tested America’s re-
solve, refusing our just demands to turn over
the terrorists who attacked America, we re-
sponded with determination. Coalition forces
drove the Taliban from power, liberated Af-
ghanistan, and brought freedom to 25 million
people.

In Iraq, another tyrant chose to test Amer-
ica’s resolve. Saddam Hussein was a dictator
who had pursued and used weapons of mass
destruction. He sponsored terrorists, invaded
his neighbors, abused his people, deceived
international inspectors, and refused to com-
ply with more than a dozen United Nations
resolutions. When the United Nations Secu-
rity Council gave him one final chance to dis-
close and disarm, or face serious con-
sequences, he refused to take that final op-
portunity. So coalition forces went into Iraq
and removed his cruel regime. And today,
Iraq’s former dictator is on trial for his
crimes, and America and the world are better
off because Saddam Hussein is no longer in
power.
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In this new war, we have helped transform
old adversaries into democratic allies. Just as
an earlier generation of Americans helped
change Germany and Japan from conquered
adversaries into democratic allies, today, a
new generation of Americans is helping Iraq
and Afghanistan recover from the ruins of
tyranny. In Afghanistan, the terror camps
have been shut down; women are working;
boys and girls are going to school; and Af-
ghans have chosen a President and a new
Parliament in free elections.

In Iraq, the people defied the terrorists
and cast their ballots in three free elections
last year. And last week, Iraqis made history
when they inaugurated the leaders of a new
Government of their choosing, under a Con-
stitution that they drafted and they approved.
When the formation of this unity Govern-
ment—with the formation of this unity Gov-
ernment, the world has seen the beginning
of something new: a constitutional democ-
racy in the heart of the Middle East. Difficult
challenges remain in both Afghanistan and
Iraq. But America is safer and the world is
more secure because these two countries are
now democracies—and they are allies in the
cause of freedom and peace.

In this new war, we have forged new alli-
ances and transformed old ones for the chal-
lenges of a new century. After our Nation
was attacked, we formed the largest coalition
in history to fight the war on terror. More
than 90 nations are cooperating in a global
campaign to dry up terrorist financing, to
hunt down terrorist operatives, and bring ter-
rorist leaders to justice. Nations like Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia that once turned a blind
eye to terror are now helping lead the fight
against it. And since September the 11th,
2001, our coalition has captured or killed Al
Qaida managers and operatives in over two
dozen countries and disrupted a number of
serious Al Qaida terrorist plots, including
plots to attack targets inside the United
States. Our Nation is more secure because
we have rallied the world to confront this
threat to civilization.

The greatest threat we face is the danger
of terrorists armed with weapons of mass de-
struction. To confront this danger, we
launched the Proliferation Security Initiative,
a coalition of more than 70 nations that are
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working together to stop shipments of weap-
ons of mass destruction on land, at sea, and
in the air, and to stop them from falling into
terrorist hands. And building on the legacy
of Harry Truman, we launched the most dra-
matic transformation of the NATO Alliance
since its founding in 1949. Working with al-
lies, we created a new NATO Response
Force that will allow NATO to deploy rapid
reaction forces on short notice anywhere in
the world. And together we transformed
NATO from a defensive alliance focused on
protecting Europe from Soviet tank invasion
into a dynamic alliance that is now operating
across the world in the support of democracy
and peace.

For five decades, NATO forces never de-
ployed outside of Europe. Today, NATO is
leading security operations in Afghanistan,
training Iraqi security forces in Baghdad, de-
livering humanitarian relief to earthquake
victims in Pakistan, and training peace-
keepers in Sudan. An alliance some said had
lost its purpose after the cold war is now
meeting the challenges of the 21st century.

In this new war, we're positioning  our
forces to meet new threats. For more than
a half a century, American forces essentially
had remained in the same places that Presi-
dent Truman deployed them. So 2 years ago,
I announced the largest transformation of
our global force posture since the start of
the cold war. Over the coming decade, we
will move U.S. forces from cold war garrisons
in Europe and Asia and reposition them so
they can surge quickly to trouble spots any-
where. We will deploy advanced military ca-
pabilities that will increase U.S. combat
power across the world, while bringing home
between 60,000 and 70,000 troops now sta-
tioned overseas. By taking these steps, we
will reduce stress on our military families,
raise the pressure on our enemies, and en-
sure that when you put on the uniform of
the United States Army, you are ready to
meet any threat.

In this new war, we've undertaken the
most sweeping reorganization of the Federal
Government since the start of the cold war.
We created a new Department of Homeland
Security, merging 22 different Government
organizations into a single department with
a clear mission: to protect America from fu-
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ture attacks. We created the new Director
of National Intelligence, which has led a
broad restructuring of our Nation’s intel-
ligence agencies for the threats of the 21st
century. We have transformed the FBI into
an agency whose primary focus is stopping
terrorism, and reorganized the Department
of Justice to help us meet this new threat.
We passed the PATRIOT Act, which broke
down barriers that prevented law enforce-
ment and intelligence agencies from sharing
vital information on terrorist threats.

At the Department of Defense, we created
a new Northern Command responsible for
homeland defense, a new Strategic Com-
mand responsible for defending America
against long-range attacks. We transformed
the Special Operations Command, more than
doubling its budget, adding thousands of new
troops, and making it the lead command in
the global war on terror. And we’re under-
taking the largest transformation of the Army
in more than 100 years. Since the turn of
the last century, the Army has been orga-
nized around the division structure designed
by Napoleon. Today, we're replacing that di-
vision structure with a 21st century Army
built around modular brigade combat teams
that will be interchangeable and available to
work for any division commander. These bri-
gades will make our Army faster and lighter
and more agile and more lethal, and it will
make you more effective in the defense of
freedom.

We have made clear that the war on terror
is an ideological struggle between tyranny
and freedom. When President Truman spoke
here for the 150th anniversary of West Point,
he told the class of 1952, “We can’t have last-
ing peace unless we work actively and vigor-
ously to bring about conditions of freedom
and justice in the world.” That same prin-
ciple continues to guide us in today’s war on
terror. Our strategy to protect America is
based on a clear premise: The security of our
Nation depends on the advance of liberty in
other nations. On September the 11th, 2001,
we saw that problems originating in a failed
and oppressive State 7,000 miles away could
bring murder and destruction to our country.
And we learned an important lesson: Dec-
ades of excusing and accommodating the lack
of freedom in the Middle East did nothing
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to make us safe. So long as the Middle East
remains a place where freedom does not
flourish, it will remain a place where terror-
ists foment resentment and threaten Amer-
ican security.

So we are pursuing a forward strategy of
freedom in the Middle East. I believe the
desire for liberty is universal, and by standing
with democratic reformers across a troubled
region, we will extend freedom to millions
who have not known it and lay the foundation
of peace for generations to come.

We're still in the early stages of this strug-
gle for freedom and, like those first years of
the cold war, we've seen setbacks and chal-
lenges and days that have tested America’s
resolve. Yet we've also seen days of victory
and hope. We've seen people in Afghanistan
voting for the first democratic parliament in
a generation. We have seen jubilant Iragis
dancing in the streets, holding up ink-stained
fingers, celebrating their freedom. We've
seen people in Lebanon waving cedar flags
and securing the liberty and independence
of their land. We've seen people in
Kyrgyzstan drive a corrupt regime from
power and vote for democratic change. In
the past 4 years alone, more than 110 million
human beings across the world have joined
the ranks of the free—and this is only the
beginning. The message has spread from Da-
mascus to Tehran that the future belongs to
freedom, and we will not rest until the prom-
ise of liberty reaches every people and every
nation.

Now the class of 2006 will enter the great
struggle, and the final outcome depends on
your leadership. The war began on my watch,
but it’s going to end on your watch. Your
generation will bring us victory in the war
on terror. My call to you is this: Trust in the
power of freedom, and be bold in freedom’s
defense; show leadership and courage, and
not just on the battlefield. Take risk; try new
things; and challenge the established way of
doing things. Trust in your convictions; stay
true to yourselves—and one day, the world
will celebrate your achievements.

I have confidence in the final outcome of
this struggle, because I know the character
and determination of the men and women
gathered before me. We see that character
and determination in a cadet named Patrick
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Dowdell. It was Patrick’s dream to attend
West Point, and he applied straight out of
high school, but he did not get in on his first
try. After being turned down, he wondered
if he was cut out for the Academy. His father,
New York Fireman Kevin Dowdell, encour-
aged Patrick to apply again. Kevin wrote let-
ters to his Congressman on behalf of his son.
And he spent long hours working with Pat-
rick on his application—right up to Sep-
tember the 9th, 2001. Two days later, Kevin
Dowdell raced across the Brooklyn Bridge
with his fire rescue unit to the burning World
Trade Towers—and he never returned.

After the attack, Patrick spent months
digging at Ground Zero looking for his dad—
and thinking about the dream that they had
shared about his future. He was determined
to fulfill that dream. And in the summer of
2002, Patrick arrived here at West Point as
a new cadet, and today he will receive his
degree and his commission.

A few weeks ago, Patrick’s mom, RosEllen,
attended another graduation ceremony—at
the New York City Fire Academy, where her
other son, James, followed his father’s foot-
steps as one of New York’s bravest. And
today RosEllen is with us to see Patrick join
the ranks of America’s bravest, as an officer
in the United States Army.

We live in freedom because young Ameri-
cans like Patrick and all the cadets here today
have stepped forward to serve. You have cho-
sen a difficult and dangerous vocation, and
America is grateful for that choice. Today you
will accept a sacred trust: You will lead Amer-
ica’s sons and daughters on the battlefield
in a time of war. Our Nation is counting on
you as we count on no other group of young
leaders in our country. The last 4 years have
tested you in ways you never imagined, and
you leave here well prepared for the chal-
lenges you will face.

There’s a saying at West Point, that much
of the history you teach here was made by
the people you taught here. Now the class
of 2006 will leave for the battlefield, and you
will make history. Never falter; never quit.
Bring honor to the uniform and pride to your
country. May God bless you, and the class
of 2006.
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NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:33 a.m. in Michie
Stadium. In his remarks, he referred to Lt. Gen.
William J. Lennox, Jr., USA, Superintendent,
West Point Military Academy; former President
Saddam Hussein of Irag; and President Hamid
Karzai of Afghanistan.

The President’s Radio Address
May 27, 2006

Good morning. This Memorial Day week-
end, Americans pay tribute to those who have
given their lives in service to our Nation.
America is free because generations of young
Americans have been willing to sacrifice to
defend the country they love, so their fellow
citizens could live in liberty.

This weekend, I am visiting some of the
brave men and women who will soon take
their own place in the defense of our free-
dom—the 2006 graduating class at West
Point. This was the first class to arrive at
West Point after the attacks of September
the 11th, 2001. Each of them came to West
Point in a time of war, knowing all the risks
and dangers that come with wearing our Na-
tion’s uniform. And the reality of that war
has surrounded them since their first mo-
ments at the Academy. Thirty-four times
since they arrived at West Point, they have
observed a moment of silence to honor a
former cadet fallen in the war on terror.

One of those former cadets was First Lieu-
tenant Rob Seidel, a 2004 West Point grad-
uate who gave his life in Iraq earlier this
month. Rob grew up in Maryland, and as a
child, he and his family made frequent visits
to the Civil War battlefield at Gettysburg,
and from his earliest days, he dreamed of
serving in the U.S. Army. He deployed to
Iraq with the 10th Mountain Division and
was killed by a bomb in Baghdad. His father
says this about Rob, “He loved his family and
believed in God, and he loved his country,
and he was willing to pay the ultimate sac-
rifice on behalf of his country.”

We live in freedom because of young
Americans like Lieutenant Rob Seidel. And
in recent days in Iraq, we've seen what their
sacrifices have made possible. A week ago,
the new Prime Minister of Iraq announced
the formation of a national unity government.
British Prime Minister Tony Blair recently
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visited Baghdad to meet with Prime Minister
Maliki and Iraq’s new leaders, and this week,
he came to the United States to give me his
impressions. Prime Minister Blair told me
that Iraq’s new leaders are determined to rid
their country of terrorism, unite Iraqis as one
people, and deliver peace and prosperity for
all their citizens.

The formation of a democratic govern-
ment in Iraq marks a victory for the cause
of freedom in the Middle East. It is a victory
for millions of Iraqis, who defied the terror-
ists and cast their ballots in three elections
last year. It is a victory for the Iraqi security
forces, who fought and bled for this moment,
and now have a democracy worthy of their
sacrifice. And it is a victory for the American,
British, and other coalition forces who re-
moved a murderous dictator who threatened
the world. Because of their courage and sac-
rifices, Iraq has a free government that will
be a strong and capable ally in the global
war on terror.

The new Government in Iraq is also a de-
feat for the terrorists, who fought the arrival
of a free and democratic Iraq with all the
hateful power they could muster. Now, a day
that they feared has arrived. The terrorists
can kill the innocent, but they cannot stop
the advance of freedom. We can expect the
terrorists to continue bombing and killing,
but something fundamental has changed:
The terrorists are now fighting a free and
constitutional government. They are at war
with the people of Iraq. The Iraqi people
and their new leaders are determined to de-
feat this enemy, and so is the United States
of America.

This Memorial Day weekend, we remem-
ber First Lieutenant Seidel and the brave
Americans of every generation who have
given their lives for freedom, liberated the
oppressed, and left the world a safer and bet-
ter place. And the best way to honor Amer-
ica’s fallen heroes is to carry on their fight,
defend our freedom, and complete the mis-
sion for which they gave their lives.

Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
May 26 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 27. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to Prime Minister
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Nuri al-Maliki and former President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on May 26
but was embargoed for release until the broadcast.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Statement on the Earthquake in
Indonesia

May 27, 2006

On behalf of the American people, Laura
and I send our deepest sympathies to the
families and friends of those who lost their
lives in the devastating earthquake in Indo-
nesia. Our thoughts and prayers are with the
Indonesian people as they comfort all those
affected by this terrible disaster.

Through financial and material support,
the United States is assisting with recovery
efforts in coordination with Indonesian au-
thorities, and we stand prepared to provide
additional assistance as needed.

Remarks at a Memorial Day
Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
May 29, 2006

Thank you all. Laura and I are honored
to join you today. Thank you for coming. Mr.
Secretary, thank you for your kind words.
Members of my Cabinet, General Pace,
Members of Congress, members of the
United States military, veterans, honored
guests, and the loved ones of the fallen: A
few moments ago, I placed a wreath at the
Tomb of the Unknowns. I was honored to
do so on behalf of the American people, as
a sign of our solemn gratitude and our deep
respect. The names of those buried there are
known only to God, yet their souls have en-
tered into the spirit of America, and they will
never be forgotten by our Nation.

In this place where valor sleeps, we ac-
knowledge our responsibility as Americans to
preserve the memory of the fallen. On this
Memorial Day, we look out on quiet hills and
rows of white headstones, and we know that
we are in the presence of greatness. The
markers here record the names of more than
296,000 men and women. Each of the sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, and marines buried
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here answered the call to serve and stepped
forward to protect the nation they loved.

All who are buried here understood their
duty. They saw a dark shadow on the horizon
and went to meet it. They understood that
tyranny must be met with resolve and that
liberty is always the achievement of courage.
Here, in the presence of veterans they fought
with and loved ones whose pictures they car-
ried, the fallen give silent witness to the price
of our liberty, and our Nation honors them
this day and every day.

In this place where valor sleeps, we are
reminded why America has always gone to
war reluctantly—because we know the costs
of war. We have seen those costs in the war
on terror we fight today. These grounds are
the final resting place for more than 270 men
and women who have given their lives in
freedom’s cause since the attacks of Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. With us here are vet-
erans who fought alongside them and who
have come today to pay their respects. They
are joined by veterans of World War II,
Korea, Vietnam, and other conflicts across
the globe, whose friends and comrades also
lie in this sacred ground. As we pray for their
fallen friends, we also remember those who
went to war and are still missing, and we are
determined to account for them all.

In this place where valor sleeps, we find
strength in knowing that those serving free-
dom’s cause have acted with principle and
steadfast faith. Second Lieutenant Jack
Lundberg was killed 2 weeks after D-day.
At the end of World War II, he wrote his
Mom and Dad a letter to be opened in the
event he did not come home. He wrote, “I
am sorry to add to your grief, but we of the
United States have something to fight for—
never more fully have I realized that. The
United States of America is worth the sac-
rifice.”

That same feeling moves those who are
now fighting the war on terror. First Lieuten-
ant Mark Dooley was killed by a terrorist
bomb last September in the Iraqi city of
Ramadi. Before he left for his tour, he gave
his parents a last letter, just in case. He
wrote, “Remember that my leaving was in
the service of something that we loved, and
be proud. The best way to pay respect is to
value why a sacrifice was made.”
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Last week, the family of Lieutenant Colo-
nel Joseph Fenty, Junior, gathered here at
Arlington to pay their last respects to the hus-
band, son, and father they loved. Colonel
Fenty was killed with nine of his fellow sol-
diers in a helicopter crash in Afghanistan ear-
lier this month. Hours before that crash, he
had spoken to his wife, Kristen, about their
newborn daughter he was waiting to meet.
Someday, she will learn about her dad from
the men with whom she served—he served.
And one of them said this about her father,
“We all wanted to be more like Joe Fenty.
We were all in awe of him.” I am in awe
of the men and women who sacrifice for the
freedom of the United States of America.

Our Nation is free because of brave Amer-
icans like these, who volunteer to confront
our adversaries abroad, so we do not have
to face them here at home. Our Nation
mourns the loss of our men and women in
uniform; we will honor them by completing
the mission for which they gave their lives—
by defeating the terrorists, by advancing the
cause of liberty, and by laying the foundation
of peace for a generation of young Ameri-
cans. Today we pray that those who lie here
have found peace with their Creator, and we
resolve that their sacrifice will always be re-
membered by a grateful nation.

May God bless the Untied States of Amer-
ica.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:26 a.m. in the
Amphitheater at Arlington National Cemetery. In
his remarks, he referred to Secretary of Defense
Donald H. Rumsfeld, who introduced him; and
Gen. Peter Pace, USMC, Chairman, Joint Chiefs
of Staff.

Remarks Announcing the
Nomination of Henry M. Paulson, Jr.,
To Be Secretary of the Treasury

May 30, 2006

Good morning. Welcome to the White
House. I'm pleased to announce that I will
nominate Henry Paulson to be the Secretary
of the Treasury.

For the past 8 years, Hank has served as
chairman and chief executive officer of the
Goldman Sachs Group. It’s one of the most
respected firms on Wall Street. He has a life-
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time of business experience. He has an inti-
mate knowledge of financial markets and an
ability to explain economic issues in clear
terms. He’s earned a reputation for candor
and integrity. And when he is confirmed by
the Senate, he’ll be a superb addition to my
Cabinet.

The Secretary of the Treasury has one of
the most important jobs in the Federal Gov-
ernment. The Treasury Secretary is respon-
sible for recommending and implementing
policies dealing with taxes, financial markets,
Federal spending, trade, and other issues af-
fecting the health and competitiveness of the
American economy. The Treasury Secretary
oversees the minting of U.S. currency, the
management of public finances, and the en-
forcement of important laws, including our
efforts to crack down on terrorist financing.
The Treasury Secretary is the leading force
on my economic team and the chief spokes-
man for my economic policies.

For the past 3 years, Secretary John Snow
has shown strong leadership in carrying out
these responsibilities. John answered the call
to public service in a time of uncertainty for
our economy, and under his leadership, we
have seen a broad and vigorous economic re-
surgence. He’s been a steady advocate for
small-business entrepreneurs and working
families, and he’s helped deliver jobs and op-
portunity for the American people. I appre-
ciate his years of service to our country. I
wish you, John, and your family all the very
best.

When he’s confirmed by the Senate, Hank
will build on John’s fine work. He takes this
new post at a hopeful time for American
businesses and workers. In the first quarter
of 2006, the U.S. economy grew at an annual
rate of 5.3 percent, the fastest growth in 2%
years. We added 5.2 million new jobs since
August of 2003. The national unemployment
rate is down to 4.7 percent. Productivity is
high, and that’s leading to higher wages and
a higher standard of living for the American
people. Hourly compensation grew at an an-
nual rate of 5.7 percent in the first quarter
this year.

The American economy is powerful, pro-
ductive, and prosperous, and I look forward
to working with Hank Paulson to keep it that
way. As Treasury Secretary, Hank will be my
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principal adviser on the broad range of do-
mestic and international economic issues that
affect the well-being of all Americans. Hank
shares my philosophy that the economy pros-
pers when we trust the American people to
save, spend, and invest their money as they
see fit.

The tax relief we delivered has helped set
off the economic expansion that we're seeing
today. And one of Hank’s most important re-
sponsibilities will be to build on this success
by working with Congress to maintain a
progrowth, low-tax environment.

Hank also understands that the Govern-
ment should spend the taxpayers’ money
wisely or not at all. He will work closely with
Congress to help restrain the spending appe-
tite of the Federal Government and keep us
on track to meet our goal of cutting the def-
icit in half by 2009.

Hank will also be an important representa-
tive of the United States on the international
scene. As an investment banker, he under-
stands the importance of opening new mar-
kets for American exports. He will insist on
fair treatment for American businesses,
workers, and farmers. He will help ensure
that our trading partners play by the rules,
respect intellectual property rights, and
maintain flexible, market-based exchange
rates for their currencies.

To all these tasks, Hank brings a record
of achievement and excellence. He grew up
on a farm in Illinois. He went to college at
Dartmouth. He starred on the field as an All-
Ivy football player and in the classroom as
a Phi Beta Kappa student. He earned an
MBA from Harvard. He served in the Pen-
tagon and here at the White House. He start-
ed at Goldman Sachs in 1974 and rose to
its top office after 24 years of distinguished
work at the firm. He has a lifelong passion
for nature, and he’s served as chairman of
the Nature Conservancy, where he has pro-
moted conservation both at home and
abroad.

As one of America’s most prominent busi-
ness executives, Hank has been a strong and
consistent voice for corporate accountability.
When the corporate scandals broke, Hank
showed his leadership and character by call-
ing for reforms that would strengthen the
way America’s public companies are gov-
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erned and improve their accounting prac-
tices. And as Treasury Secretary, Hank will
bring those high standards to one of the most
important posts in Washington.

I want to thank Hank for his willingness
to leave one of the most rewarding jobs on
Wall Street to serve the American people.
Hank will follow in the footsteps of Alex-
ander Hamilton and other distinguished
Treasury Secretaries who used their talents
and wisdom to strengthen our financial mar-
kets and expand the reach of the American
Dream.

Hank is going to make an outstanding Sec-
retary of the Treasury, and I call on the
United States Senate to promptly confirm
him.

Mr. Secretary.

[At this point, Secretary of the Treasury John
Snow made brief remarks.]

The President. Thank you, Mr. Secretary.
Thank you very much.

[Secretary-designate Paulson made brief re-
marks. ]

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:14 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Secretary Snow and
Secreatry-designate Paulson.

Remarks on Receiving Diplomatic
Credentials From Ambassador Samir
Shakir al-Sumaydi of Iraq

May 30, 2006

President Bush. 1t is my honor and pleas-
ure to welcome the papers from Iraq’s Am-
bassador to the United States. Mr. Ambas-
sador, congratulations.

Ambassador al-Sumaydi. Thank you,
Mr. President.

President Bush. You're now officially the
Ambassador. I look forward to working with
you, Mr. Ambassador, and the new Govern-
ment, to help Iraq become a country that
can govern itself and sustain itself and defend
itself. I'm confident in the future of liberty
in Iraq because I believe the people of Iraq
want to live in a free society. And although
there’s been some very difficult times for the
Iraqi people, I am impressed by the courage
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of the leadership, impressed by the deter-
mination of the people, and want to assure
you, sir, that the United States stands ready
to help the Iraqi democracy succeed.

So welcome here to the Oval Office.
Thank you for coming.

Ambassador al-Sumaydi. Thank you,
Mr. President. I am honored and privileged
to serve as the Ambassador of free Iraq, after
16 years of isolation, to represent my country
to this great country, to have a voice for the
new elected Iraqi Government, and commu-
nicate directly with this administration and
with the people of the United States, to ex-
press our ambitions and desire to live in
peace and remove the scourge of terrorism
from our land and help others remove it from
theirs.

The President said a couple of days ago
in his radio address that the terrorists can
kill innocent people, but they cannot stop the
march of freedom. I echo these words and
say that the terrorists can target the innocent
and the weak and the vulnerable, but they
will never stop us establishing a democratic
and free country.

I'm proud to represent this country to you,
Mr. President.

President Bush. Thank you, Ambassador.
Very well done. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Paul Kagame of Rwanda
and an Exchange With Reporters

May 31, 2006

President Bush. 1 want to welcome the
President of Rwanda to the Oval Office
again. He was here last year, and I'm hon-
ored to welcome you back.

The President is—he’s a man of action; he
can get things done. I'm proud of your lead-
ership. We have talked about a lot of issues.
We talked about the Sudan, and I want to
thank the President for committing troops in
the AU mission to help deal with what I have
called a genocide. We strategized about how
we can go forward to resolve the situation.
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I thank you for your wisdom; I thank you
for your concern.

One of the interesting things about Presi-
dent Kagame’s Government is, there is more
women in his Government than anywhere
else in Africa, which I think speaks to the
man’s character and understanding about
how societies remain strong and whole. I ap-
preciate his commitment to education. And
I want to thank you, Mr. President, for your
understanding that the best way for an econ-
omy to develop is to welcome private capital.
He’s been working hard with companies here
in America. Many companies are taking a
good look at Rwanda because they realize
it’s a country where they will be treated fair-
ly, and there is a transparent society. And
he’s had some success, which will help peo-
ple find work. And that’s, to me, a sign of
leadership. So welcome back.

L, finally, want to thank you for your com-
mitment to fighting HIV/AIDS. This Gov-
ernment has done a really good job of using
some of the monies that we provided to save
lives. And I've always told people that it’s
one thing for the American Government—
and the American people, more impor-
tantly—to generously write checks to help,
but it requires strong leadership at home.
And you provided that leadership.

So I welcome you back to the Oval Office,
and thank you for your friendship.

President Kagame. Thank you, President.
It’s a great honor for me to be here, Presi-
dent, and I appreciate the discussion we have
had on a wide range of issues—starting with
bilateral discussions we have had about
United States Government has been very
helpful in its support of Rwanda in different
areas—dealing with HIV/AIDS, to sup-
porting the private sector to invest in our
country, to dealing with infrastructure pro-
grams. And also the support we have had
during the period we were working under
the African Union mission to send our troops
to Darfur. The United States Government,
with your support, Mr. President—we have
had our forces, our troops airlifted by the
United States military to Darfur and contin-
ued support for the African Union mission.

We are very grateful for—generally the
support in the area will bring peace to the
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Great Lakes region and to supporting the ef-
forts in Sudan and, ultimately, that process
of supporting my country to be able to de-
velop and continue building on the founda-
tion we have laid in the last 12 years. So we
appreciate that, Mr. President.

President Bush. Welcome. The President
and I will take two questions a side, starting
with the Americans. Nedra [Nedra Pickler,
Associated Press].

Iraq/U.S. Armed Forces

Q. Mr. President, what have you been told
about the killings at Haditha? And are you
worried about the impact it could have on
the situation in Iraq?

President Bush. I am troubled by the ini-
tial news stories. I am mindful that there is
a thorough investigation going on. If, in fact,
the laws were broken, there will be punish-
ment. I know this: I've talked to General Pete
Pace about the subject, who is a proud ma-
rine, and nobody is more concerned about
these allegations than the Marine Corps. The
Marine Corps is full of men and women who
are honorable people who understand rules
of war. And if, in fact, these allegations are
true, the Marine Corps will work hard to
make sure that that culture, that proud cul-
ture will be reinforced, and that those who
violated the law, if they did, will be punished.

Rwanda

Q. I'll ask a question—I'm a journalist
from Rwanda.

President Bush. Welcome.

Q. Can I ask you a question on the geno-
cide of Rwanda? It's been 13 years after the
genocide of Rwanda, but many perpetrators
of the genocide, many people who did it, who
carried out the genocide are still at large.
One estimate is about over 50 of them in
Europe and the U.S., others in the Congo.
What's the U.S. going to do to help run—
to get these people to

President Bush. The interesting thing
about Rwanda today is that you have a Presi-
dent who understands that part of a success-
ful society is for people to work hard on rec-
onciliation. There’s no question the genocide
in Rwanda was a real tragedy. It's one of the
most significant tragedies in modern history.
And yet your President and his Government
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has worked hard to reconcile, help people
reconcile the tragedy at all levels of society.

To the extent that he wants our help in
finding certain perpetuators of crimes, we’ll
be glad to do so. But the way I look at the
situation is that Rwanda can serve as an ex-
ample for other societies that are troubled.
As you know, we’re working hard in Iraq to
bring a democracy—to help a democracy
grow there. And yet there’s still sectarian vio-
lence. People are still using violence to
achieve either revenge or political means.
And the Rwanda example shows what’s pos-
sible when people work hard on reconcili-
ation.

That’s why I support Prime Minister
Maliki’s desire to have reconciliation moves.
And the President actually offered to help,
and it may be at some point in time it makes
sense for the new Government in Iraq to do
that. But I'm very proud of the accomplish-
ments that Rwanda has made over 13 years—
13 years after the genocide.

Kelly [Kelly O’'Donnell, NBC News].

Iran

Q. Mr. President, Secretary Rice is out-
lining a change in U.S. position toward Iran
today, after so many years of not engaging
directly with them. Why now? And will you
respond directly to the letter from the Presi-
dent?

President Bush. 1 believe it’s very impor-
tant that we solve this issue diplomatically,
and my decision today says that the United
States is going to take a leadership position
in solving this issue. And our message to the
Iranians is that, one, you won’t have a weap-
on, and two, that you must verifiably suspend
any programs, at which point we will come
to the negotiating table to work on a way
forward.

I thought it was important for the United
States to take the lead, along with our part-
ners, and that's what you're seeing. You're
seeing robust diplomacy. I believe this prob-
lem can be solved diplomatically, and I'm
going to give it every effort to do so.

I've talked on the telephone in the last
couple of days with Jacques Chirac and An-
gela Merkel, and I spoke to Tony Blair when
he was here about this issue; I spoke to Prime
Minister Koizumi. I'm on the phone a lot
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talking to—and President Putin, by the
way—and I'm on the phone a lot talking to
our folks that share the same concern I share,
and say, “Look, let’s get this solved dip-
lomatically,” but there must be a united
international front that shares the same mes-
sage, and that is, is that we will work collabo-
ratively to prevent the Iranians from devel-
oping a nuclear weapon.

I also want to make it very clear that we
have—we respect the Iranian people, and we
respect their heritage and their history, and
we hope their Government listens to the
international demands and doesn’t isolate
itself from the world, and doesn’t foolishly
spend money on a weapons program that
takes away the capacity—the ability for the
Iranian economy to grow so people are able
to put food on the table and find work.

Final—anybody else from Rwanda?

Situation in Sudan

Q. Yes, Mr. President, I come from Rwan-
da. I heard the President of Rwanda thanking
you for the assistance you are giving on
Darfur, but in spite all that you've been
doing, it has persisted. Are you planning to
up your support in that regard, Mr. Presi-
dent?

President Bush. To support the Rwanda
troops in Darfur? I will. As a matter of fact,
we had a very good discussion about this sub-
ject. The President is concerned about
whether or not the United States will honor
its commitments. We will honor our commit-
ments, but the United States Congress must
pass the supplemental with the money in
there for the Sudan. See, part of the money
in a supplemental request that’s working its
way through a conference committee now is
to help repay a country like Rwanda that’s
putting troops on the ground.

And so I told the President that sometimes
the Congress doesn’t move as quickly as I'd
like on issues, but I'm confident theyll get
the supplemental passed when they come
back from their Memorial Day break. That
supplemental must, one, meet the financial
conditions that I talked about—in other
words, I'm going to veto the bill if they spend
more money than I requested—and it’s got
to set—it’s got to meet priorities as well. And
one of the priorities is our own troops who
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are in harm’s way. And another priority is
helping the Katrina victims. And a third pri-
ority in that bill that we've submitted, is to
help in Sudan. I told the President I'm con-
fident they’ll pass that bill and that his troops
will get reimbursed.

Thank you all very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gen. Peter Pace, USMC, Chair-
man, Joint Chiefs of Staff; Prime Minister Nuri
al-Maliki of Iraq; President Mahmud Ahmadi-
nejad of Iran; President Jacques Chirac of France;
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany; Prime
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom;
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; and
President Vladimir Putin of Russia.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony
for Michael V. Hayden as Director of
the Central Intelligence Agency in
Langley, Virginia

May 31, 2006

Thank you. Thanks for the warm welcome.
It’s great to be back with the really fine peo-
ple here at the Central Intelligence Agency.

I'm honored to be here at the swearing-
in of Mike Hayden as America’s new Direc-
tor of the CIA. He’s such a good man, we're
going to swear him in twice—yesterday—
[laughter]—and today.

Mike is a patriot; he’s a reformer; he’s one
of our Nation’s finest intelligence profes-
sionals. I know firsthand how good this guy
is; I've worked with him on some really im-
portant issues related to the security of the
United States. He brings more than two dec-
ades of experience in the intelligence field.
He is going to be a superb leader for the
dedicated men and women of the CIA.

I appreciate Ambassador Negroponte
being with us today, the Director of National
Intelligence. I want to thank Attorney Gen-
eral Al Gonzales for joining us, and the Di-
rector of the FBI, Bob Mueller, for joining
us as well. But most importantly, thank you
all for coming.

I'm proud to serve with you. It is such an
honor to serve the United States of America,
and I appreciate your serving along my side
to make America secure. The role of the CIA
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is critical to the security of the United States.
This Agency is helping to lead the intel-
ligence war against the terrorists who at-
tacked us on September the 11th, 2001. They
continue to plot attacks, and together, we are
going to stop them.

The role of the CIA is vital to my doing
my job. I cannot do my job without the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency. This Agency re-
mains the principle provider of intelligence
analysis to the President, to the Director of
National Intelligence, and to senior national
security officials in my administration. As Di-
rector of the CIA, Mike will continue the
reforms needed. America’s leaders are going
to have the best possible intelligence, and
Mike Hayden is going to work with you to
see that that’s the case.

I've asked Mike to continue to develop the
human intelligence capabilities of the CIA,
which are essential to understanding the
plans and intentions of dangerous regimes
and terrorist organizations around the world.
I've asked Mike to continue improving the
analytical skills of the CIA, which apply the
best minds to interpret the intelligence that
we gather. I'm confident that under Mike’s
leadership, the CIA will help us stay ahead
of America’s enemies and win the war on
terror.

The men and women who work here at
the CIA have got a tough job and a really
important job. You must penetrate closed so-
cieties and secretive organizations. You must
master foreign languages and deal with unfa-
miliar cultures. Much of your work is secret,
and American lives depend on that work re-
maining secret. America appreciates the
good work you're doing, and so do I.

And in Mike Hayden, you have a leader
who recognizes your talents, who under-
stands your challenges and will ensure that
you remain the finest intelligence agency in
the world.

In his new position, Mike will build on the
good work of Director Porter Goss. Nearly
2 years ago, I asked Porter to take on a tough
assignment, the transformation of the CIA.
Porter carried out that assignment with skill
and determination. He upheld the high
standards and proud tradition of the Agency,
and he leaves behind a CIA that’s stronger
than the one he found. And Laura and I wish
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Porter and his family well as they begin a
new chapter in their lives.

Mike Hayden succeeds Porter Goss at a
time of great change in the world and great
challenge for our intelligence community.
Under the leadership of John Negroponte,
our intelligence community is growing more
integrated and more effective every day. And
under the leadership of Mike Hayden, the
Central Intelligence Agency will continue to
play a critical role in our Nation’s intelligence
enterprise. Mike understands that the CIA
must transform to confront new dangers and
do so without slowing the high tempo at
which it already operates, to protect this
country. I'm confident that with Mike Hay-
den at the helm, the CIA will succeed and
continue to make important contributions to
the security of the American people.

As Mike takes on this important assign-
ment, he has my trust, my full trust, and he
has the support of a loving family. I'm glad
to see his wife, Jeanine, his children and
grandchildren, and his father, Harry, and all
the other members of the Hayden family
who have joined us as well, today.

I want to thank Mike for agreeing to serve
our Nation once again. And I look forward
to continuing to work with him to do our
duty to protect the American people.

Thank you all for coming today. May God
bless Mike Hayden; may God bless you all;
and may God continue to bless America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. at CIA
Headquarters. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of Director Hayden.

Remarks at a Reception for
Gubernatorial Candidate Robert L.
Ehrlich, Jr., in Baltimore, Maryland

May 31, 2006

Thanks for coming tonight. Thank you all.
So he just gave my speech. [Laughter] You
know, when you have somebody who accom-
plishes positive things—he’s got a record of
accomplishment for everybody—not just a
handful, but everybody—you need to send
him back as the Governor of the State of
Maryland.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / May 31

So in our line of work, there’s a lot of big
talkers. [Laughter] And sometimes you find
a doer, somebody who knows how to set an
agenda and lead people to accomplish that
agenda. Bob Ehrlich is a doer; he’s a great
leader; and he needs to be reelected Gov-
ernor of the State of Maryland.

So the one thing he didn’t take credit for
was—I think he should have—was the Mary-
land women’s basketball team. He can’t even
touch the net. [Laughter] Well, that’s not
true.

We both married really well. [Laughter]
He married a fabulous woman; the first lady
of Maryland is doing a wonderful job. Laura
and I are very fond of Kendel and Bob. We
consider them friends. We invited them to
come to Camp David once, which is, after
all, in the State of Maryland. So he arrived—
as did about 10 feet of snow. [Laughter] So
I said, “Come on back in the summer.”
[Laughter] But Laura sends her love to the
Ehrlichs.

And just a word on Laura. She’s down in
New Orleans today. She is a fabulous First
Lady. She is really—I'm really proud of the
job she does for our country.

I'm also proud to be here with Bob’s par-
ents, Bob and Nancy. Thank you all for com-
ing. 'm sure Nancy—I[applause]—I'm sure
one of the reasons why your son is so success-
ful as the Governor is because you keep tell-
ing him what to do. [Laughter] And obvi-
ously, he’s wise enough to listen. [Laughter]
I've got the same problem in my family.
[Laughter]

Mr. Chairman, thank you for your leader-
ship. I want to thank you all for supporting
the Victory Committee. I want to thank you
for giving of your money to help this good
man and the party succeed. And I want to
thank you in advance for what you're going
to do when we come down the stretch in
October/November, and that is, turn out the
vote.

So I want to thank all the grassroots activ-
ists who are here. There’s a couple of you
out there, you know, stuffing the envelopes,
making the phone calls, putting up the signs.
That’s how you win. When you’ve got some-
body as good as Governor Ehrlich, you need
to get on the streets and go to the coffee
shops and houses of worship and tell the peo-
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ple, you've got a good man; you've got a good
man who has done a fabulous job for the
people of Maryland. By the way, when you're
getting him in as Governor, make sure you
put Michael Steele into the United States
Senate.

One of the things it’s important to have
in a chief executive officer, whether it be at
the State level or the Federal level, is some-
body who’s willing to take on problems, to
confront problems. You know, a lot of times
in the political arena, it’s easy just to shuffle
them along. You know, you see a problem
and say, “Well, let’s just not deal with it; let’s
let somebody else take care of it.” I like Bob
Ehrlich because he’s not afraid to take on
problems. He understands that our jobs are
to solve problems. Bob Ehrlich is a problem-
solver. He sets agendas; he makes decisions
based upon principles; he doesn’t worry
about polls and focus groups; and he leads.
And he’s the right guy to be reelected to the
State of Maryland.

We're living in historic times. These are
times that require steadfast conviction. I just
want to share some thoughts with you about
the war on terror. First of all, I want to thank
the Governor for his strong support for the
men and women who wear the uniform of
the United States. As the Commander in
Chief of a military full of incredibly fine peo-
ple, it is important to have people in elected
office like the Governor who know what it
means to have—to be able to say strong
words of support. These kids need our sup-
port. They're doing hard work on our behalf.

My most important job and the most im-
portant job of the Governor is to protect the
American people. And that job came home—
became very clear to us on September the
11th of 2001. It’s a day that I'll never forget.
Many of the decisions that I have made as
your President are based upon the lessons
I learned on that day. The first lesson I
learned on that day is, there are evil people
in the world who want to do harm to the
American citizens. I learned that you can’t
negotiate with these people; you can’t ration-
alize with them; you can’t hope for the best.
That we must—in order to protect the coun-
try, we must bring them to justice before
they do harm again.
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I learned that when a President speaks,
he better mean what he says. I understand
to protect this country that we must deny
safe haven to these terrorists who'd like to
do us harm. And so I said, “If you harbor
a terrorist, you're equally as guilty as the ter-
rorists.” T meant what I said. I gave the
Taliban an opportunity to hand over Al
Qaida. They refused to do so. And because
of the bravery of our troops and coalition
troops, Afghanistan is liberated and free and
is no longer a threat to the United States
of America.

I learned on September the 11th a lesson
I'm never going to forget, that we've got to
take threats seriously before they come home
to hurt us. It’s really important, if you think
our duty is to protect the folks, to take every
threat seriously. You see, when we grew up,
or some of us grew up, baby boomers grew
up, we felt pretty confident that America
could be secure from a foreign attack, except
maybe by missile. And then that attitude
changed dramatically when we realized
oceans couldn’t protect us. And so when we
see a threat, we’ve got to take them seriously.

I saw a threat. As a matter of fact, the
world saw a threat with Saddam Hussein.
See, he was a state sponsor of terror; he had
used weapons of mass destruction; he had
the capacity to make weapons of mass de-
struction; he invaded his neighbors; he was
shooting at U.S. pilots. He was given a lot
of United Nations Security Council resolu-
tions, to change. He refused to change. He
chose war, and the world is better off without
Saddam Hussein in power.

And now we're doing the hard work of
helping people who were suppressed by a
tyrant, to understand the blessings of liberty.
But we shouldn’t be discouraged when you
see the car bombings and killings. It saddens
us. But remember that last December, 12
million Iragis went to the polls in defiance
of car bombers and killers and terrorists, and
said, “We want to be free. We want to be
free.” We understand that freedom is a uni-
versal principle. It is universal—I believe in
an Almighty, and I believe one of the great
gifts of the Almighty is freedom. Freedom
isn’t just, you know, for Methodists or Texans
or Americans; freedom is for everybody. And
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it shouldn’t surprise us when 12 million peo-
ple are free.

And it shouldn’t surprise us that there are
killers and terrorists who are trying to stop
democracy. See, their ideology is the exact
opposite of a free society. They don’t believe
in dissent. They don’t believe in the freedom
to worship. They don’t believe women should
have rights. Their ideology is dark and back-
wards. And yet freedom brings light and
hope. What you're seeing is an historic—is
history being made as societies are—as two
societies, Afghanistan and Iraq, have found
the beauty of freedom, and theyre estab-
lishing constitutional Governments of and by
and for the people.

We're going to succeed in Iraq. We will
succeed because we've got a great military,
full of decent and honorable people. We will
succeed because the Iraqi people want us to
succeed. And we will succeed because the
terrorists and killers offer no hope, whatso-
ever.

I want to tell you something about what’s
going on. I just talked today to my buddy
Prime Minister Koizumi, on the phone. And
we were talking about peace. And every time
I meet with him, we sit down at the table
and talk about peace. We talk about North
Korea. He’s got a thousand troops in Iraq
because he understands the power of democ-
racy to make the world a better place. Yet
that wasn’t necessarily going to happen after
World War II. My dad fought the Japanese—
I'm sure relatives of yours fought the Japa-
nese. They were the sworn enemy of the
United States. I think it's amazing—don't
you—that the President of the United States
sits at the table talking about peace with the
leader of an enemy, former enemy. You know
what happened? Japan adopted a Japanese-
style democracy after World War II. Fortu-
nately, one of my predecessors, Harry S. Tru-
man, believed in the power of freedom to
transform an enemy into an ally.

Someday, an American President will be
sitting down with duly elected leaders of
Iraq, keeping the peace. Freedom causes
people to reach for hope. Freedom brings
light into society. Democracies don’t war.
What you're seeing today is the hard work
of changing a society that was under the bru-
tal thumb of a dictator into one that is free.
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And we're laying the foundation of peace for
generations to come.

At home, if you're looking for work, you
can find a job. Bob Ehrlich and I believe
that the role of Government is not to create
wealth but to create an environment in which
the entrepreneurial spirit flourishes. That’s
the principle by which we make decisions.
And you might remember, weve been
through some pretty difficult times in this
country when it came to our economy. We've
been through a recession and a stock market
correction, an attack on our country; we’ve
been to war to defend ourselves; we had
some terrible natural disasters; energy prices
are up. Yet our economy is strong, and it’s
getting stronger.

And the reason why our economy grew at
3.5 percent last year—it grew at 5.3 percent
in the first quarter of this year—the reason
why the national unemployment rate is 4.7
percent and we’ve added 5.2 million new jobs
since August of 2003, is because we cut the
taxes. We believe that when someone has
more money to save, spend, or invest, the
economy grows.

Bob Ehrlich and I understand this fact: 70
percent of new jobs in America are created
by the small-business owners—70 percent.
And so if you can stimulate small-business
growth, you stimulate job growth. And by
cutting the taxes, individual tax rates, we cut
taxes on subchapter S’s and limited partner-
ships and sole proprietorships. The tax cuts
we passed have helped make our small-busi-
ness sectors strong and robust, and America
is better off for it.

Ehrlich is going to fight to keep taxes low.
It's not just low on some; it'’s low on every-
body. See, we're not these kind of people
who say, “Let’s have selective tax cuts.” We
believe if you're going to cut taxes, you cut
taxes on everybody who pays taxes. Tax cuts
are good, strong economic policy.

And then there’s the other thing in Wash-
ington, which Bob knows only too well, that
says, “Well, look, you got to raise the taxes
to balance the budget.” But that’s not the
way Washington works. I suspect it’s not the
way Annapolis works. They're going to raise
your taxes, but they’re going to figure out
new ways to spend your money. [Laughter]
That’s the way Washington works. I bet that’s
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the way the statehouse works too. That’s why
you've got to have a fiscally sound Governor
as the Governor of the State of Maryland.

And so the best way to cut the deficit, at
least in Washington, is to keep your taxes low
so the economy grows. When the economy
grows, it generates more tax revenues for the
treasury—and then be wise about how we
spend your money.

We're going to cut the deficit in half by
2009. I told the Congress, I said, “Look, if
you bust the supplemental we’ve got coming
up there, if you're greater than 92.2 billion
and—plus some for the pandemic flu, I'm
going to veto the bill.” I'm serious about it,
you know. Theyve got to understand that
we're going to cut this deficit in half by 2009
by being wise about how we spend your
money and keeping progrowth economic
policies in place.

Bob Ehrlich steps into office, as he told
you—you took some of my speech away from
me—[laughter]—but the people of Maryland
have got to understand, he shows up in of-
fice, and they have a $4 billion deficit, see.
When he shows up, youre in the hole $4
billion. Now he’s standing up here asking for
reelection, and he’s able to say to the people
of Maryland, “We've got us a $2 billion sur-
plus.” Don’t you want that kind of guy back
in office?

Sometimes the temptation, when you get
into government, is to grow it. And a good
place to look is at the office of the Governor;
see, that’s a good place to start to determine
whether or not you've got yourself a Gov-
ernor who knows how to manage. See, the
chief executive officer not only has got to set
an agenda and call people to achieve the
agenda; he’s also got to be a manager. He’s
got to be able to do a lot with less, if you're
dealing with the taxpayers” money.

Interestingly enough, he’s decreased the
size of Maryland’s executive branch by 7 per-
cent. See, he’s in charge of the executive
branch. And so the voters of Maryland—I
don’t care whether youre Republican or
Democrat or independent—need to say to
yourself, “Who best to manage the executive
branch of the State of Maryland?” Bob Ehr-
lich has got a strong record.

The other thing that’s interesting that
probably doesn’t get discussed a lot here in
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Maryland, but should, is what could have
happened had he not been the Governor.
See, we've discussed what he did as the Gov-
ernor. We know what happened since he’s
the Governor. The question is, what would
have happened? Well, I'll tell you what would
have happened. The legislature would have
raised $7.5 billion in tax increases had you
not had this man as the Governor of the State
of Maryland.

I'll talk about three things real quick: one,
education. I used to say when I was the Gov-
ernor of Texas, education is to a State what
national defense is to the Federal Govern-
ment. I think it’s by far the most important—
should be the most important priority of any
Governor. I know it’s a really important pri-
ority of Governor Bob Ehrlich. You know
why? I've been to schools here in Maryland.
I've seen him firsthand come into classrooms
and talk to teachers and parents. And he gen-
erally cares about making sure the public
school system—the public school system
does what it’s supposed to do, and that’s edu-
cate everybody.

We had—when I came to Washington, I
was very concerned about a system that just
kind of shuffled people through—social pro-
motion. You know we’d say, oh, you're sup-
posed to be—you're X age; you're supposed
to be here. You know what happened under
that system? Impoverished kids, inner-city
black kids, or kids whose parents don’t speak
English as a first language just got moved
through. That’s the easiest thing to do. And
so we changed the attitude. And I'm proud
to have a partner in Bob Ehrlich who under-
stands, one, you've got to set high standards,
see; you've got to believe every child can
learn; and secondly, in return for money, we
expect people to measure.

Now, I believe in local control of schools,
and so does Bob. I'm a strong believer in
local control of schools. But I said, in return
for increasing Federal money, particularly for
poor students, I want to know. I want to
know whether a child can read and write and
add and subtract. And I want to know early.

And so we worked with Governor Ehrlich.
He put in a very strong accountability sys-
tem—that’s uncomfortable for some people.
Oh, I've heard every excuse—you know,
teaching the test, or you're testing too much.
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I don’t accept that and neither does Gov-
ernor Ehrlich. You can’t have a good edu-
cation system unless you determine early
whether a child can read by grade level, and
whether or not, if you find a child not reading
by grade level, you've got courage enough
to change the curriculum and make sure that
child gets extra help. No Child Left Behind
Act is working in the State of Maryland be-
cause you've got a strong education leader
in Bob Ehrlich.

And how do we know? We're measuring.
You know, there’s an achievement gap. So
you've got a Governor like Governor Ehrlich,
who recognizes what I recognize: You can’t
have an achievement gap in America and
have America be a hopeful place. You can’t
have certain kids reading at the fourth grade
level and other kids not, and you have a
bright future for your country. You just can't.
And he understands that, and so do 1. And
so he said, “The achievement gap is nar-
rowing.” Do you know why? Do you know?
Because we're measuring. High standards,
strong accountability, local control of schools,
demanding change where you find the status
quo is unsatisfactory is the key to success—
and Maryland has an education Governor in
Bob Ehrlich.

Why are charter schools important?
They're important because if the status quo
is unacceptable, you need to give parents al-
ternatives. And that’s what the charter school
movement is all about. It says, “You don’t
trust government to make decisions for peo-
ple when it comes to education; you trust
the parents to make the decisions for the
children.” And if parents are not happy with
the status quo, they ought to be given other
options. The charter school movement is
going to put Maryland on the leading edge
of educational excellence, and Governor Bob
Ehrlich gets a lot of credit for being the pio-
neer of the charter school movement in this
State.

Our party is one that has proven that you
can have economic growth and sound envi-
ronmental policy at the same time. Environ-
mental policy and economic growth are not
zero-sum. As a matter of fact, I happen to
believe that in order to have a good environ-
ment, you've got to have a strong economy
so you can afford that which is necessary to
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protect the environment. Bob Ehrlich has got
a very, very strong record of conservation.

He signed the most important legislation
to clean up the Chesapeake Bay—ever.
That’s leadership. Some of them talk a good
game—I'm sure theyre spouting all kinds of
stuff about how—{laughter]. This man has
delivered. The Chesapeake Bay Restoration
Act—the Bob Ehrlich “I'm going to protect
the Chesapeake Bay” Act—upgrades the
State’s 66 largest waste water treatment
plants, upgrades sewage systems to increase
nitrogen removal.

The Ehrlich-Steele administration has pre-
served nearly 60,000 acres of fields, forests,
and open space and farmland. This man has
got a record to run on. And if you care about
the environment here in the State of Mary-
land, you need to put Bob Ehrlich back in
as the Governor.

Finally, I proudly wear the label of com-
passionate conservative, and so does Bob
Ehrlich. Let me tell you what I think that
means. I think it means that government has
got to recognize its limits in providing com-
passionate care. See, Government can hand
out money, but it can’t put hope in a person’s
heart or a sense of purpose in a person’s life.

If you find somebody who hurts in society,
it’s best to rally a person who’s heard a uni-
versal call to love a neighbor like you'd like
to be loved yourself. There’s nothing better
than somebody putting their arm around a
lonely person and saying, “How can I help
you, brother or sister?” There’s nothing bet-
ter than having a church or a synagogue or
a mosque take up the cause of feeding the
hungry and finding shelter for the homeless.
Government should not fear the involvement
of faith in our society; we ought to welcome
faith in order to help solve some of society’s
most intractable problems.

Ehrlich’s got the Office of Community Ini-
tiatives. He’s got a way to make sure that
bureaucracy gets out of the way of helping
people who have heard a universal call to
help. I oftentimes remind the American peo-
ple that—who look at our country and say,
“Well, our strengths are our military”—and
it’s part of our strength, but that’s not the
greatest strength for America. The size of our
wallets, that’s important. We're a wealthy na-
tion, and we can do a lot with our wealth—
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which we’re doing, by the way. We're leading
the world when it comes to feeding the hun-
gry. We're helping fight HIV/AIDS on the
continent of Africa. This is a generous nation.
We believe to whom much is given, much
is required. But the greatest strength of this
country lies in the hearts and souls of our
citizens.

Alexis De Tocqueville recognized that
when he came to America in 1832. He recog-
nized that one of the really unusual things
about our society, characteristics of our soci-
ety, was the voluntary organizations all aimed
at helping someone who is down and out.
That's what he recognized. Our job is—my
job as President and Bob’s job as the Gov-
ernor is to recognize that strength and to rally
that strength and to call people to serve; is
to help those who need help, by calling on
a fellow citizen to love a neighbor like they’d
like to be loved themselves.

You've got a good man as your Governor
in the State of Maryland, and you need to
put him back in office, for the good of the
people. Thanks for coming. God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 6:25 p.m. at the
BWI Airport Marriott. In his remarks, he referred
to John M. Kane, chairman, Maryland Republican
Party; Maryland senatorial candidate Michael S.
Steele; former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq;
and Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

Remarks to the United States
Chamber of Commerce

June 1, 2006

Thank you all. T told Michael to keep it
short—[laughter]—and he did. Thanks for
having me. Speaking about short, it’s a short
commute from where I work and live to this
place. Thanks for having me, Tom.

I'm honored to be back here at the Cham-
ber. I'm proud to be with some of America’s
finest entrepreneurs, job creators, risk-tak-
ers. And I'm also proud to be with leaders
from the national Citizen Corps. I thank you
all for joining us today. I thank you for rep-
resenting the true strength of America, which
are those who are willing to volunteer in our
communities to make the country a better
place. We got people from the Citizen Corps
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from all different backgrounds—from busi-
ness associations to government agencies, to
community groups, to schools, to non-profits,
to advocates for the disabled, and emergency
responders.

Citizen Corps is making a significant dif-
ference in our country. When the hurricanes
hit our gulf coast last year, members of the
Citizen Corps played a critical role in the re-
lief efforts. I want to thank you for answering
the call to service. Congress needs to provide
the Citizen Corps with the funding you need
to keep our communities safe and prepared
for emergencies.

Today I want to talk about immigration,
talk about the need for this country to have
a comprehensive immigration reform. I'm
going to spend a little time on making sure
that workforce enforcement is effective and
an integral part of making sure we have a
comprehensive immigration reform.

Before I do, I want to thank the Chamber
very much for your strong advocacy of com-
prehensive immigration reform. I want to
thank you and I want to thank your members
for being an articulate, rational voice in the
immigration debate.

I want to thank Chertoff for his service
to our country—excuse me—Secretary
Chertoff. Sometimes if youre from west
Texas, you get a little familiar. [Laughter]
Still adjusting to the protocols here in Wash-
ington. [Laughter] Of course, he knew what
I was talking about.

I want to thank Ralph Basham, the Com-
missioner of the U.S. Customs and Border
Protection. Thank you for being here, Ralph.
Thanks for your service. Ralph ran the Secret
Service so ably, did such a fine job, I asked
him to serve in this capacity. And he’ll do
afine job there.

I want to thank David Aguilar. He’s the
Chief of the U.S. Border Patrol. David, it’s
good to see you. David and I recently went
down to the border, and we took a good look
at this long border. It gave me a chance to
see firsthand what’s taking place down there.
It also gave me a chance to thank the Border
Patrol agents, men and women who are
working every day to do our job. And I want
to thank you for your leadership.

I thank Julie Myers, Assistant Secretary for
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
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ment. I want to thank Tracy Henke, Assistant
Secretary, Office of Grants and Training for
DHS. She is the chair of the National Citizen
Corps Council. And again, thank you all for
letting me come by.

One of the jobs of the Government is to
encourage entrepreneurship. We've done so
in this administration, and as a result, Amer-
ica’s risk-takers are—and businessowners,
both small and large, are hiring people. If
you want a job in America, you can find a
job in America. This economy of ours is
growing, at 3.5 percent last year, 5.3 percent
in the first quarter of this year. The national
unemployment rate is 4.7 percent; 5.2 mil-
lion new jobs have been created since August
of 2003. Small businesses are flourishing;
productivity is high; after-tax income is up;
homeownership is at an alltime level. This
economy of the United States is strong, and
we intend to keep it that way.

And the U.S. Chamber has been a strong
supporter in making sure that Congress has
sensible policies to keep this economy strong.
And one of the most sensible things the
United States Congress can do is to make
the tax cuts we passed permanent. You'll hear
talk in Washington that says, “Well, you've
got to raise taxes on people in order to bal-
ance the budget.” That’s not how Wash-
ington works. Theyre going to raise your
taxes, and theyre going to figure out new
ways to spend your money. The best way to
balance this budget is to keep progrowth eco-
nomic policies in place and be fiscally wise
about how we spend your money.

Progrowth economic policies generate ad-
ditional revenues for our Treasury. Last year,
revenues exceeded expectations by about
$100 billion. This July, we're going to find
out whether it happened again. I hope it
does. I think it might, because we’re growing
this economy. When the economy grows,
people pay taxes. And so the fundamental
question is not whether or not we’re going
to have more revenues; the fundamental
question is if we’re going to have rational
spending in order to balance this budget.

I told the United States Congress to get
a $92.2 billion supplemental to my desk. It’s
money needed to fund our troops. It’s money
needed to help the people down there in—
that we're affected by the hurricanes. It’s
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money to do important other measures. But
if they bust the 92.2, I'm going to veto it.
It’s important for Washington to have fiscal
sanity in order to balance this budget.

The fundamental question facing this
country is, do we fear the future or do we
intend to shape it? I intend to shape the fu-
ture so America remains the economic leader
in the world, which means we’ve got to have
a good legal policy. I want to thank the
Chamber for being on the leading edge op-
posing—and enabling me to sign meaningful
tort reform. We don’t need junk lawsuits run-
ning good people out of business. We don’t
need junk lawsuits running good doctors out
of practice. What this country needs is a ra-
tional legal system that is fair and balanced.
So I'm going to continue to work for tort
reform in the Halls of Congress.

We need a health care system that takes
care of the elderly and the poor, but also
recognizes that the best health care system
is one in which the decisions are made by
doctors and patients, not by bureaucrats right
here in Washington, DC.

We need energy policy that’s wise. We got
a problem in America: We're too dependent
on oil from parts of the world where people
may not necessarily like us. So I proposed
an Advanced Energy Initiative, and I want
to thank the Chamber for supporting me on
helping this country diversify away from hy-
drocarbons.

Today I want to talk about immigration,
because the Chamber of Commerce under-
stands that in order for this country to be
an economic leader, in order for this country
to be a country that upholds our values, we've
got to have an immigration system that is se-
cure and orderly and fair.

For decades, this country has not been in
control of its borders. Yet we have an obliga-
tion to the American people to secure our
borders. That's a solemn obligation of the
Federal Government. And as a result of not
securing our borders, many who want to
work in this economy have been able to sneak
ACTOSS.

This is an issue I'm familiar with, since
I was the Governor of Texas. You got to un-
derstand, there are people in our neighbor-
hood who are desperate to put food on the
table for their families. And if they, say, make

1057

$7 in America versus 50 cents where they
live, and they want to support their families,
guess what? Theyre going to try to sneak
across the border. And many have been able
to do so. And that illegal immigration has
put pressure on our schools and hospitals;
it’s strained State and local budgets; and in
some instances, bring crime to our neighbor-

hood.

Yet we have got to remember that the vast
majority of illegal immigrants are decent peo-
ple. Theyre hardworking people. They're
people who love their families, people of
faith, and people who lead responsible lives.
They're part of American life, and they are
vital to our economy, and yet they’re beyond
the reach and protection of American law.

This Nation is a nation of laws. And we're
going to enforce our laws. That's what the
American people expect. But we're also a na-
tion of immigrants. And we must uphold that
tradition, which has strengthened this Nation
in so many ways. These aren’t contradictory
goals. America can be a lawful society and
America can be a welcoming society at the
same time.

Congress is moving forward on immigra-
tion reform. The House started this debate
by passing a bill that focuses on border secu-
rity and interior enforcement. Then the Sen-
ate had its debate, and it passed a com-
prehensive bill that also includes a tem-
porary-worker program and a plan to resolve
the status of illegal immigrants who are al-
ready in this country. And now the two
versions must be worked out in a conference
committee.

The House and Senate bills will require
effort and compromise on both sides. It’s a
difficult task, yet the difficulty of this task
is no excuse for avoiding it. The American
people expect us to meet our responsibility
and deliver immigration reform that fixes the
problems in the current system, that upholds
our ideals and provides a fair and practical
way forward.

The United States Congress needs to pass
a comprehensive bill, one that will accom-

plish five objectives. First, a comprehensive
reform bill must help us secure our borders.
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The border should be open to trade and law-
ful immigration and shut to illegal immi-
grants as well as criminals, drug dealers, and
terrorists.

Since I became President, we’ve increased
funding for border security by 66 percent.
We've expanded the Border Patrol from
about 9,000 to 12,000 agents. As I told the
folks down there, David, in Yuma, I am
proud of the Border Patrol, and so should
the American people. Do you realize that
over the past 5 years, the men and women
of the Border Patrol, working under incred-
ibly difficult circumstances, have appre-
hended and sent home about 6 million peo-
ple entering this county illegally. There’s
some people working hard down there on
our behalf.

Despite the progress, despite the fact that
they've turned back 6 million people in 5
years, we don’t have full control of this bor-
der. And I'm determined to change that. I
called on Congress to provide funding for
dramatic improvements in manpower and
technology on the border. And so by the end
of 2008, we’ll increase the number of Border
Patrol agents by an additional 6,000. In other
words, we will have doubled the size of the
Border Patrol during my Presidency.

That’s not going to be enough to do our
job of securing the border. That’s what
you've got to understand. And so these Bor-
der Patrol agents need help. And the best
way to help the Border Patrol is to construct
high-tech fences in urban areas, urban cor-
ridors, to build patrol roads and barriers in
rural areas. We're going to create a virtual
fence that employs motion detectors and in-
frared cameras and unmanned aerial vehicles
to detect and prevent illegal crossings. What
I'm telling you is that we’re going to have
a border that is smart and secure.

And the best way to do that is to have Bor-
der Patrol agents, and then give them the
most advanced technology so they can do
their job. Training thousands of new Border
Patrol agents and deploying the most ad-
vanced technology is going to take time. Yet
the need to secure this border is urgent. And
so I'm acting. This month, National Guard
units will deploy to the border to set up head-
quarters that will help coordinate Guard op-
erations that will support the Border Patrol.
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In other words, we'll be training 6,000 addi-
tional agents, but in the meantime, I'm going
to send 6,000 National Guard down there.
These forces are the first of 6,000 members
that are going to assist the Border Patrol.
They’re going to operate surveillance systems
and analyze intelligence, and install fences
and vehicle barriers, and build patrol roads,
and provide training. In other words, they’re
going to be a complement to the Border Pa-
trol.

The Guard units will not be involved in
direct law enforcement activities. That’s the
job of the Border Patrol. The United States
is not going to militarize our border. What
we're going to do is support those who we
hire to do the job of enforcing the border.

As new Border Patrol agents and tech-
nologies come on line, the Guard forces are
going to be reduced. The Federal Govern-
ment is working to conclude formal agree-
ments with California and Arizona and New
Mexico and Texas that will define the roles
and responsibilities of National Guard units
deploying to the southern border. We're
going to work closely with the Governors of
those States to secure this border. Also in
touch with the chief of the National Guard
Bureau, General Blum, to make sure that we
get those 6,000 Guard down there to help
the Border Patrol do their job.

I also recognize the role of local and State
enforcement authorities to help David and
his people do the job. And so we’ll increase
Federal funding for State and local authori-
ties assisting our Border Patrol on targeted
enforcement missions; as well, we're going
to give specialized training to certain State
and local folks so they can complement the
Border Patrol.

One of the problems we have down there
is, we got people working hard to find people,
and in some instances, they apprehend some-
body; then they head right into our society.
That's frustrating for the Border Patrol
agents. We got people working long, long
hours down there, and they catch somebody
sneaking into our country, and they say,
“Hey, go over here to this legal proceeding,
and since the courts are full, just check back
with us in 45 days.” The problem is, a lot
of people who want to put food on the table
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or want to do other things don’t check back.
That’s a program that needs to end.

See, most of the people we catch at the
border trying to enter illegally are Mexicans,
and 85 percent of them are sent right back
home within 24 hours. But the real problem
we've had is when we catch illegal immi-
grants from other countries trying to come
in. It’s easy to send people back into Mexico;
it’s hard to send somebody to a country south
of Mexico, for example.

One of the problems we've had, is, we
didn’t have enough detention space. So we've
got the Border Patrol agents working hard;
they catch somebody from a country other
than Mexico coming into our country, and
there’s no place to put them. And so part
of our strategy is to end catch-and-release
by expanding the number of beds in deten-
tion facilities along the border. We've added
some, and we’re going to add more. We're
going to add enough to be able to end catch-
and-release.

We've also expedited the legal process to
cut the average deportation time. I've been
in touch, as has my administration, with for-
eign Governments, where we tell them, “You
got to take your citizens back. When we catch
one of your citizens coming in, you have an
obligation to take that person back into your
society.” We've ended catch-and-release for
illegal immigrants from the key Central
American countries; now Congress needs to
provide additional funding and legal author-
ity so we can end catch-and-release at the
southern border once and for all.

The strategy is this: We’re going to enforce
our border. When we catch you, we’re going
to send you home—so that the message is
very clear, and that is, you're going to be sent
home if we catch you, illegally, which means
don’t try to come in in the first place, ille-
gally.

Second, in order to have a comprehensive
reform bill, we have to have a temporary-
worker program. Part of securing this border
is a temporary-worker program. You see,
there are people who will do anything to
come into this country to work. That's what
you got to understand. People are motivated
by a desire, in many cases—in most cases,
to support the family. I used to tell people
in Texas, family values do not stop at the
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Rio Grande. And so, therefore, it shouldn’t
surprise you when people hike across the hot
desert to—and risking their lives to come and
work or are willing to get stuffed in the back
of an 18-wheeler to come and do a job others
won’t do here in America.

The fact that people are willing to take
those risks puts enormous pressure on our
border, so much pressure that walls and pa-
trols aren’t going to stop it. In other words,
you got people saying, “I'll do anything to
come and work; just give me a chance.” And
we can put up—we can have a lot of patrols
and a lot of walls, and it’s not going to stop
that flow. It will put a dent in it. But if the
job is to secure this border, it seems like to
me, we got to stop the number of people
who are trying to sneak across in the first
place. And the best way to do that is to make
a temporary-worker program a part of immi-
gration reform. Program would create a legal
path for foreign workers to enter this country
in an orderly way for a limited period of time.
It would match willing foreign workers with
willing American employers for jobs Ameri-
cans are not doing.

Every worker who applies for the program
would be required to pass a criminal back-
ground check. Temporary workers must re-
turn to their homes at the conclusion of their
stay. A temporary-worker program would
meet the legitimate needs of American em-
ployers, and it would give an honest immi-
grant a chance to contribute to our economy
and, at the same time, provide for their fami-
lies. A temporary-worker program would re-
duce the appeal of human smugglers and
make it less likely people would have to risk
their lives to cross this border. A temporary-
worker program would ease the financial
burden on State and local Governments by
replacing illegal workers with lawful tax-
payers. And above all, the temporary-worker
program would add to the security of this
country by making certain we know who is
coming into this country and why they’re
here.

Third, a comprehensive reform bill must
hold employers to account for the workers
they hire. It is against the law to hire some-
one who is in this country illegally. Those
are the laws of the United States of America,
and they must be upheld.
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To ensure our laws are enforced, we’ve in-
creased funding for immigration enforce-
ment inside this country by 42 percent since
I took office. Last year, I signed a bill that
doubled Federal resources for worksite en-
forcement. We’ve launched law enforcement
task forces in 11 major cities to dismantle
criminal rings that are producing fake docu-
ments. Not only do we have a whole industry
that's evolved to smuggle people in—you
ever hear of the word coyote, these are these
folks that are willing to use human life as
a commodity, to make money off of some-
body. We've also got document forgers too.
See, there’s a whole industry that’s sprung
up as a result of enforcement—an immigra-
tion system that isn’t working. And so we’re
out to bust those document forgers.

Most American businesses want to abide
by the law. Many are unable to determine
whether their workers are legal, however, be-
cause of this document fraud. Today, there’s
an industry that’s making these IDs and
fraudulent Social Security numbers. See,
American employers who check these docu-
ments often discover that the names of their
workers don’t match their Social Security
numbers. So then we’ve got people trying to
verify, doing what they're expected to do
under the law. But when this happens, the
employer receives a “no match” letter from
the Social Security Administration, yet under
current law, the immigration enforcement
agents at the Department of Homeland Se-
curity are not informed of these mismatches.
The system isn’t working.

See, we need to address problems and en-
sure that agents can enforce the law.
Businessowners should not have to act as de-
tectives to verify the legal status of their
workers. And so the Federal Government has
the responsibility to ensure that businesses
have a clear and reliable way to check work
documents. We have that responsibility. If
we expect people to adhere to the law that
you're not supposed to hire somebody ille-
gally, we have a responsibility here in Wash-
ington, DC, to help you verify documents.

One thing we've done is, we've launched
what’s called Basic Pilot. Basic Pilot is a vol-
untary online verification system that allows
employers to confirm the eligibility of new
hires by checking the information they pro-
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vide against Federal databases. If there’s a
mismatch, the applicant then has 8 working
days to contest the finding. By giving employ-
ers a quick and practical way to verify Social
Security numbers, Basic Pilot gives employ-
ers confidence that their workers are legal,
improves the accuracy of wage and tax re-
porting, and helps ensure that those who
obey our laws are not undercut by illegal
workers.

Basic Pilot, just a while ago, was only avail-
able in six States; now it’s nationwide. As I
told you, the program is optional. And the
truth of the matter is, most employers do not
participate. Now, the House and the Senate
immigration bills would require employers to
use Basic Pilot. I think this is sensible. I think
if we want to enforce our laws, people ought
to be required to check to see whether or
not names and numbers match. Homeland
Security, by the way, in order for it to work,
needs more money to make sure that the pro-
gram is up and running.

Now, the other thing we need to do be-
sides good verification procedures is to de-
velop a new identification card for every legal
foreign worker. The card should be tamper-
proof. It ought to use biometric technology
such as digital fingerprints. We got the tech-
nology to do this. It makes sense to have
somebody who's going to be here legally,
working on a temporary basis, to have a card
that will allow American employers to know
that the foreign job applicant is who he or
she says she is, or he is. A tamper-proof card
is going to be a vital tool to enforce the law,
and it’s got to be a part of a comprehensive
immigration reform package.

Improving enforcement for immigration
laws also requires stiffening the penalties for
those violating the laws. Today, the fine for
a business that fails to check an employee’s
ID can be as low as $100. You might as well
pay a speeding ticket. A penalty for know-
ingly hiring an illegal immigrant can be as
low as $250 and can’t exceed $2,000. These
low penalties, frankly, provide little incentive
for dishonest businesses to obey the law. And
so we're going to increase the penalties. If
we want to be smart about worksite enforce-
ment, we got to say to somebody who’s
breaking the law, “There’s going to be a cost,
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and it’s more than $250.” And so the fines
need to be larger.

The whole point and purpose of what I've
just described to you is to assure the Amer-
ican people that we've got a plan in place
that says to the employers, this is going to
help you determine whether or not who
you're hiring should be here in the first place.
Secondly, it’s going to help get rid of docu-
ment fraud. I repeat, we don’t want our em-
ployers becoming document experts. That’s
not their—they’re trying to get a job done.

And thirdly, we want to make sure that
when we catch you, there’s a consequence.
You know, most American businesses are
law-abiding. They really do want to uphold
the law. They understand there’s a responsi-
bility to be an American, and that is, to up-
hold the laws of the land. And yet we've got
to recognize there are some unscrupulous
folks who want to take advantage of low-cost
labor. Illegal workers can be paid less than
the market rate, see. And guess what? When
you're illegal and you're worried about being
detected, you can be exploited. And that’s
not the American way. We don’t like people
living in the shadows of our society. We're
a nation of the rule of law, and we want peo-
ple to be treated with respect. And so people
who—Dbusinesses that knowingly employ ille-
gal workers undermine this law and under-
mine the spirit of America. And we're not
going to tolerate it in this country.

Fourthly, a comprehensive reform bill has
got to address the reality that millions of ille-
gal immigrants are here already. Now, these
folks should not be given an automatic path
to citizenship. That is called amnesty. I op-
pose amnesty. I opposed amnesty because it
would be unfair to those people who are here
lawfully, and I oppose amnesty because it
would invite further waves of illegal immi-
grants.

One of the difficult tasks before the House
and the Senate is deciding how American law
will treat the illegal immigrants now in our
country. Some Members of Congress argue
that no one who came to this country illegally
should be allowed to continue living and
working in our country and that any plan that
allows them to stay equals amnesty, no mat-
ter how many conditions we impose. Listen,
I appreciate the Members are acting on
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deeply felt principles; I understand that. Yet
I also believe that the approach they suggest
is wrong and unrealistic. There’s a rational
middle ground between granting an auto-
matic path to citizenship for every illegal im-
migrant and a program that requires every
illegal immigrant to leave. The middle
ground recognizes there are differences be-
tween an illegal immigrant who crossed the
border recently, and someone who has
worked here for many years who’s got a
home, a family, and a clean record.

My position is clear: I believe that illegal
immigrants who have roots in our country
and who want to stay should have to pay a
meaningful penalty for breaking the law, to
pay their taxes, to learn English, and to work
in a job for a number of years. People who
meet these conditions should be eventually
permitted to apply for citizenship like other
foreign workers. But approval would not be
automatic. They would have to wait in line
behind those who played by the rules and
followed the law. This isn’t amnesty. It is a
practical and reasonable way for those who
have broken the law to pay their debt to soci-
ety and demonstrate the character that
makes a good citizen.

Fifth, a comprehensive bill must honor the
great American tradition of the melting pot,
which has made us one Nation out of many
peoples. This debate is an interesting debate.
It gets quite emotional, and sometimes, an
emotion—in all the emotions, we forget we
are a land of immigrants. Success of this
country has depended and will depend upon
helping newcomers assimilate into our soci-
ety, and help folks embrace our common
identity as Americans.

Americans are bound together by our
shared ideals: an appreciation of our history;
respect for the flag we fly; and an ability to
speak and write the English language. As
businessowners and community leaders, you
know that English is the key to unlocking
the opportunity of America. See, English al-
lows a newcomer to go from picking crops
to opening a grocery store. English allows a
newcomer from sweeping an office floor to
running that office. English allows someone
to go from a low-paying job to a diploma,
a career, and homeownership. When immi-
grants assimilate and advance in our society,
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they realize their dreams. And as they do,
they renew our spirit, and they add to the
unity of our country.

As the Chamber, you appreciate the great
contributions immigrants have made to
America’s freedom and prosperity, and you
know their importance for the future of this
Nation. And so you're helping this country
reach consensus by conducting the debate on
immigration in a reasoned and respectful
tone. And I appreciate that a lot.

I urge our fellow citizens to understand
that harsh language, unnecessary politics,
sends the wrong message about who we are
as a nation. I appreciate the fact you're work-
ing for an immigration bill that is com-
prehensive. That makes a lot of sense, be-
cause you know that all the elements of this
problem must be addressed together or none
of them will be solved at all.

Throughout our long history, America has
prospered because we welcome people who
abided by our laws and worked hard and
raised their families and trusted in the Al-
mighty. I believe we must be guided by that
history as we reform our immigration system.
I trust in our country’s genius for making us
all Americans, one Nation under God. And
I'm confident that the United States Con-
gress will do its duty and pass an immigration
bill that secures our borders, strengthens our
laws, and upholds the promise of the United
States of America.

May God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 8:50 a.m. at the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce. In his remarks, he
referred to Secretary of Homeland Security Mi-
chael Chertoff, who introduced him; Thomas J.
Donohue, president and chief executive officer,
U.S. Chamber of Commerce; and Lt. Gen. H. Ste-
ven Blum, chief, National Guard Bureau. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Cabinet
Meeting and an Exchange With
Reporters

June 1, 2006

The President. 1 want to thank the mem-
bers of my Cabinet who came today. We had
a really good discussion about a variety of
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important issues. We talked about the war
against terror, and I reminded our Cabinet
Secretaries that we all have a responsibility
to help us win this war, including sending
members of our administration to Irag, to
help this new democracy succeed.

We talked about the hurricane season
that’s upon us, and the work we're doing to
help local governments and State govern-
ments prepare for the hurricane season.

I talked about the immigration issue. I
talked about how strongly I feel for this coun-
try to have comprehensive immigration re-
form.

And then we heard from Secretary Snow
about the strength of this economy and what
we intend to do to keep it strong. One thing
we intend to do is to continue to work with
the United States Congress to make sure the
tax cuts we passed are permanent. It turns
out our progrowth economic policies have
worked, and the best way to make sure that
the recovery we have is sustainable is to keep
those taxes low. The Secretary briefed us on
the fact that revenues coming into our Treas-
ury look very robust. The best way to balance
the budget is to keep progrowth economic
policies in place, and at the same time, work
with our Cabinet Secretaries to keep spend-
ing down.

And so I'm very pleased with the progress
on our economy, and I want to, again, thank
my Cabinet Secretaries for being here.

And now I'll answer a couple of questions.
Jennifer [Jennifer Loven, Associated Press].

Iran

Q. Thank you, sir. Do you have either
China or Russia on board with Iran?

The President. Yesterday, Secretary Rice,
at my instructions, said to the world that we
want to solve the problem of the Iranian nu-
clear issue diplomatically. And we made it
very clear publicly that we're willing to come
to the table, so long as the Iranians verifiably
suspend their program. In other words, we
said to the Iranians, the United States of
America wants to work with our partners to
solve the problem.

I spoke to the President of Russia and ex-
plained my position clearly to him, and that
is, the choice is up to the Iranians whether
or not they're going to listen to the world
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demand, and if they do, we’ve got something
to talk to them about. And if they don’t, we
expect Russia to participate in the United
Nations Security Council. We'll see whether
or not they agree to do that. I got a positive
response from the President. He said he un-
derstands our strategy, and he agrees we
want to solve this issue diplomatically.

I also spoke to President Hu Jintao this
morning. I laid out to him why I instructed
Secretary Rice to do what she did. And now
it’s going to be up to the Iranians to make
their decision, and if they choose not to
verifiably suspend, we have laid the ground-
work for an effective international response.

Q. Was the response from President Hu
positive?

The President. They understood our
strategy, and they understood—the most
positive thing about all the conversations I
had is there is uniform agreement that the
Iranians should not have a nuclear weapon.
And we'll discuss tactics and strategies to
make sure that the international community
speaks with one clear voice if the Iranians
choose not to verifiably suspend. And so we’ll
see what their decision is. My decision is to
be robust in trying to solve this problem dip-
lomatically.

Matthew [Matthew Spetalnick], Reuters.
Yes, there you are.

Q. But the Iranian Foreign Minister,
today, has already—while welcoming the
offer of talks, has rejected the idea that they
would first suspend uranium enrichment.
How do you react to that, and is it now

The President. My reaction is, the choice
is theirs. And we’ll see whether or not that
is the firm position of their Government. If
that’s what they decide to do, then the next
step, of course, will be to—for our coalition
partners to go to the United Nations Security
Council. And the choice is up to the Iranians.
And they've already said, by the way, that
they're willing to suspend. And this gives
them a second chance to make their words
mean something.

I want to solve this problem diplomatically,
and I want to solve it peacefully. And the
best thing for the Iranians to understand is
that if they choose not to suspend in a
verifiable—if they continue their obstinance,
if they continue to say to the world, “We real-
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ly don’t care what your opinion is,” then the
world is going to act in concert. The next
step of acting in concert is to go to the United
Nations Security Council.

Ann [Ann Compton, ABC News].

Iraq/U.S. Armed Forces

Q. Why do American forces in Iraq need
retraining on core values, as the military puts
it?

The President. Our troops have been
trained on core values throughout their train-
ing, but obviously there was an incident that
took place in Iraq. It's now being inves-
tigated. And this is just a reminder for troops
in Iraq, or throughout our military, that there
are high standards expected of them and that
there are strong rules of engagement. The
Haditha incident is under investigation. Ob-
viously, the allegations are very troubling for
me and equally troubling for our military, es-
pecially the Marine Corps. I've spoken to
General Pace about this issue quite a few
times. And he’s troubled by the allegations
because he understands that the Marine
Corps has got a proud tradition of upholding
rules of engagement.

One of the things that happens in a trans-
parent society like ours is that there is—there
will be a full and complete investigation. The
world will see the full and complete inves-
tigation. It also is a reminder to our com-
manders that they must constantly enforce
the proud tradition of our military, and that’s
what they’re doing.

Q. Have you gotten updates on the situa-
tion?

The President. Well, I'm not involved
with the investigation, and you shouldn’t ex-
pect me to be. I expect this investigation to
be conducted independent of the White
House, with a full and thorough investiga-
tion. And I'm confident.

Listen, the Marine Corps wants to get to
the bottom of this. If anybody wants to make
sure that they know the facts and to correct
problems, if they do exist, it'’s the United
States Marine Corps. They are run by—the
Marines are run by an incredibly proud
group of men and women who understand
the history and tradition of the Marines. And
they’ll get to the bottom of this.



1064

And if there is wrongdoing, people will be
held to account. And at the same time, what
you're seeing is the Marine Corps reminding
our troops about what it means to be a ma-
rine, what it means to uphold the honor of
that Corps, and what it means to adhere to
the rules of engagement that we expect our
soldiers to adhere to. The United States of
America has got a willingness to deal with
issues like this in an upfront way, in an open
way, and correct problems. And that’s what
you’re going to see unfold.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Vladimir Putin
of Russia; President Hu Jintao of China; and Gen.
Peter Pace, USMC, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of
Staff. A reporter referred to Minister of Foreign
Affairs Manuchehr Motaki of Iran. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony
for Brett Kavanaugh as a United
States Circuit Judge for the District
of Columbia

June 1, 2006

Please be seated. Thanks for coming. Wel-
come to the Rose Garden where, in a few
moments, Brett Kavanaugh will be sworn in
as a judge on the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the District of Columbia Circuit.

Today, a court that is often considered the
second highest in our land gains a brilliant
and talented new member. The staff of the
White House celebrates a friend they admire
and a colleague they will miss. I congratulate
a good man and a fine public servant on a
job well done.

I'm especially pleased to be with Brett’s
wife, Ashley—([laughter]—whose face I know
well and whose marriage was the first life-
time appointment I arranged for Brett.
[Laughter]

We welcome Brett’s parents, Martha and
Ed, and his mother-in-law and father-in-law,
Nancy and John Estes from Abilene, Texas.

I welcome the star of Brett’s most recent
televised  hearing, =~ Margaret ~ Murphy
Kavanaugh. [Laughter] Margaret has his
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mother’s—has her mother’s good looks and
her dad’s preference for hearings that do not
last too long. [Laughter]

We're honored this afternoon by the pres-
ence of Justice Anthony Kennedy who hired
Brett as a law clerk more than a decade ago.
He now welcomes him as a fellow judge. And
I'm also pleased that Mary Kennedy is with
us today. Thanks for coming.

The Vice President has joined us. Mr. Vice
President, welcome. Appreciate Al—Attor-
ney General Al Gonzales for being here, and
former Attorney General John Ashcroft is
with us as well. I want to extend a warm wel-
come to Brett's new colleagues on the DC
Court of Appeals. Thank you all for coming.

The power to nominate judges is one of
the most serious responsibilities the Con-
stitution gives the President. Our Founders
thought carefully about the role they wanted
judges to play in the American Republic.
They decided on a court system that would
be free of political and public pressure, with
judges who are prudent in exercising judicial
power and firm in defending judicial inde-
pendence.

When a President chooses a judge, he
owes it to the Constitution and to the country
to choose with care, and I have done so in
choosing Brett Kavanaugh. I chose Brett be-
cause of the force of his mind, his breadth
of experience, and the strength of his char-
acter.

Brett grew up in Maryland. In high school,
he distinguished himself both in academics
and athletics. He graduated from Yale with
honors. What did that feel like? [Laughter]
He stayed at Yale to earn his law degree.
Brett was an editor of the Yale Law Review
and impressed all around him with his mas-
tery of the law and his strong work ethic.

After Yale, he embarked on a law career
that has spanned judicial—on a career that
has spanned the judicial branch, the execu-
tive branch, and the private sector. He
clerked for Judges Walter Stapleton and Alex
Kozinski on the Federal appellate courts and
for Justice Kennedy on the Supreme Court.
He served in the Solicitor General’s Office
and in the Office of the Independent Coun-
sel. He was a partner in a leading national
law firm. For the past 5 years, he has served
in the White House as Associate Counsel,
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a senior Associate Counsel, and as Staff Sec-
retary.

Over his career, he’s argued cases before
the Supreme Court, appellate courts, and
trial courts. He has given his time and talent
to provide legal services for those in need.
He’s earned a reputation for integrity and
independence. Brett’s abilities and profes-
sionalism have been recognized by members
of both political parties. After I nominated
Brett, a bipartisan group of his law school
classmates wrote a letter of support saying
Brett would bring credit to the distinguished
court to which he has been nominated.

Brett’s nomination also earned the backing
of many leaders of the bar, including former
attorney generals of both parties. And in
three separate evaluations by the American
Bar Association, all 42 reviewers rated him
as well-qualified or qualified to serve on the
Federal bench.

In the history of the DC Circuit, no judge
has undergone a more thorough and rigorous
confirmation process. And all who watched
this process saw what I know: that he’s a man
of fairness, humility, and a reverence for the
laws and the Constitution of our country.

Brett Kavanaugh is one of the many highly
qualified men and women I've nominated to
the Federal courts. These nominees come
from many different backgrounds, and they
bring different experiences to the bench. Yet
they all have met the same high standards
of legal ability, temperament, and judgment.
I'll continue to fulfill my responsibility to
nominate men and women of character and
integrity who administer the law and not leg-
islate from the bench. And I call upon the
United States Senate to meet its responsi-
bility to give every nominee a fair hearing
and a timely up-or-down vote.

When Brett Kavanaugh takes his oath this
afternoon, he will carry on a fine family tradi-
tion. His mother, Martha, was a public school
teacher in the District of Columbia and went
on to serve as a prosecutor and a State judge
in Maryland. Martha instilled in her son a
passion for service and raised him to be true
to the motto of his Jesuit high school: “Men
for Others.”

Throughout his life, Brett has used his
many talents to serve others, and today he
walks a new path of service: to administer
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justice equally, impartially, without fear or
favor. Our Nation is fortunate that Brett
Kavanaugh has accepted these responsibil-
ities, and I'm proud to stand with Brett as
he takes his place as a judge on the DC Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals. And now I ask Justice
Kennedy to administer the oath.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:06 p.m. in the
Rose Garden. In his remarks, he referred to Mary
Kennedy, wife of U.S. Supreme Court Associate
Justice Anthony M. Kennedy. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Judge Kavanaugh.

Proclamation 8026—National Child’s
Day, 2006

June 1, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

A hopeful society ensures that its children
are provided with the knowledge, skills, and
opportunities to succeed. On National
Child’s Day, we reaffirm our commitment to
America’s children and recognize the power
that each of us has to make a difference in
a young person’s life.

The character of a child is formed in the
earliest years through the love and guidance
of family members and other caring individ-
uals. A parent, teacher, or mentor can help
improve a child’s academic achievement, en-
courage right choices, and help them to un-
derstand the importance of serving a cause
greater than self.

Through USA Freedom Corps, my Admin-
istration is providing opportunities for volun-
teers to work with children in schools, after-
school programs, and through community
groups and organizations. By volunteering,
these adults set an example of service and
good citizenship for our young people and
provide youth with the stability and encour-
agement they need to achieve their dreams.
My Administration has also launched the
Community Guide to Helping America’s
Youth at helpingamericasyouth.gov. This
web-based tool is part of the Helping Amer-
ica’s Youth initiative, led by First Lady Laura
Bush, and assists communities in identifying
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ways to lend a hand to children in need. In
addition, my Administration is working
through No Child Left Behind and the
American Competitiveness Initiative to en-
sure every child has a quality education and
the opportunity to succeed. By investing in
the lives of our young people, we can help
develop their personal character, teach them
to be responsible citizens, and enable them
to realize their full potential.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim June 4, 2006, as National
Child’s Day. I call upon citizens to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities. I also urge all the people of the
United States to take an active role in helping
nurture the minds and character of our Na-
tion’s children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand six, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:46 a.m., June 5, 2006]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 6.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting Designations Under
the Kingpin Act

June 1, 2006

Dear :
This report to the Congress, under section
804(b) of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin
Designation Act, 21 U.S.C. 1901-1908 (the
“Kingpin Act”), transmits my designations of
the following three foreign persons and two
foreign entities for sanctions under the King-
pin Act, and reports my direction of sanctions
against them under that Act:

Dawood Ibrahim

Fahd Jamil Georges

Ali Naway

Dawood Ibrahim Organization

Amezcua Contreras Organization

Sincerely,

George W. Bush
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Pat Roberts,
chairman, Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence; Arlen Specter, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary; Richard G. Lugar, chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations;
]ohn W. Warner, chairman, Senate Committee on
Armed Services; Charles E. Grassley, chairman,
Senate Committee on Finance; Susan M. Collins,
chairwoman, Senate Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs; Peter Hoekstra,
chairman, House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence; F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.,
chairman, House Committee on the Judiciary;
Henry J. Hyde, chairman, House Committee on
International Relations; Duncan Hunter, chair-
man, House Committee on Armed Services; Wil-
liam M. Thomas, chairman, House Committee on
Ways and Means; and Peter T. King, chairman,
House Committee on Homeland Security.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony
for Robert J. Portman as Director of
the Office of Management and
Budget

June 2, 2006

Please be seated. Good morning. Welcome
to the White House. Today I'm pleased to
witness the swearing-in of Rob Portman as
the new Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget. We welcome Rob’s wife,
Jane, as well as his brother, Wym, and other
family members here with us today. I want
to thank you all for supporting Rob.

As the OMB Director, Rob will not be
racking up the frequent flyer miles that he
did as America’s Trade Representative. I
think that’s going to be a relief for Jane and
his children. [Laughter]

I appreciate the Vice President being here.
I want to thank Carlos Gutierrez for joining
us as well, the Secretary of the Department
of Commerce; John Walters, Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy. Congressman
Mike Turner, it’s awfully kind for you to
come back to witness the swearing-in of your
friend. I appreciate the former Secretary,
Don Evans, for being here as well.

The job of the OMB Director is one of
the most important in our Federal Govern-
ment. The OMB Director is a critical mem-
ber of my Cabinet. He plays a vital role in
every aspect of my administration’s agenda,
from securing the homeland to winning the
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war on terror, to growing our economy and
creating jobs.

For the past 3 years, these responsibilities
have been carried out by a talented public
servant, Josh Bolten. At my direction, Josh
has pursued clear goals at OMB. He’s
worked to implement progrowth economic
policies and ensure that taxpayers’ money is
spent wisely or not at all. He’s improved the
management of Federal programs so that
when we do spend taxpayer money, they de-
liver real results for the American people.
He’s put us on track to cut the deficit in half
by 2009.

Now that Josh is serving as my Chief of
Staff, I've turned to another outstanding pub-
lic servant to take up these important respon-
sibilities, and that’s Rob Portman. Rob has
served for more than a decade in the United
States Congress, where he was vice chairman
of the House Budget Committee, a member
of the Ways and Means Committee, and a
member of the House leadership. In Con-
gress, Rob earned a reputation as an effective
legislator who worked with members of both
political parties.

For the past year, Rob has served his coun-
try as United States Trade Representative.
He worked tirelessly to open new markets
for American exports and to ensure that
American workers, farmers, and small busi-
nesses are treated fairly overseas. He’s re-
energized the Doha round trade talks at the
World Trade Organization. He completed
trade agreements with Bahrain, Oman, Peru,
and Colombia, and launched new trade
agreement negotiations with the Republic of
Korea and Malaysia. His leadership was crit-
ical to the passage of the landmark Central
American-Dominican Republic Free Trade
Agreement last summer.

Rob assumes his responsibilities as OMB
Director at a really important time for our
economy. This morning’s economic report
shows that America’s national unemployment
rate is down to 4.6 percent because we added
75,000 jobs in the month of May. The Amer-
ican economy has now added jobs for 33
months in a row and has created more than
5.3 million new jobs. In the first quarter of
2006, the U.S. economy grew at an annual
rate of 5.3 percent—that’s the fastest growth
in 2% years. Productivity is high, and that

1067

is leading to higher wages and a higher stand-
ard of living for the American people. The
American economy is powerful. It is produc-
tive, and it is prosperous, and we intend to
keep it that way.

I've given Rob a clear agenda. We’'ll con-
tinue to pursue progrowth economic policies.
The tax relief we delivered has helped set
off the economic expansion that we're seeing
today. And Rob will build on this success by
working with Congress to maintain a
progrowth, low-tax environment.

Tax relief is important to families, workers,
and entrepreneurs, and it is also vital to our
efforts to reduce the budget deficit. When
I came to office, taxes were too high; our
economy was headed into a recession; and
tax revenues were on the decline. By cutting
taxes, we've helped produce a strong eco-
nomic recovery, and that economic growth
is producing more tax revenues. In 2005, tax
revenues grew by a record $274 billion, an
increase of nearly 15 percent over the pre-
vious year. This year, the economy has con-
tinued to grow, and tax revenues are growing
with it. These increased revenues are helping
us to meet our goal of cutting the deficit in
half by 2009.

To meet this goal, we must also control
the Federal appetite for spending. Every year
since I took office, we've slowed the growth
of discretionary spending that’s not related
to the military or homeland security. My last
two budgets have actually cut this kind of
spending. And with Rob’s leadership, we will
continue to cut unnecessary spending and
show respect for the taxpayers’ money.

To cut unnecessary spending, I need the
line-item veto. I've sent Congress a line-item
veto proposal that has strong bipartisan sup-
port. And Rob will work with his former col-
leagues on Capitol Hill to get a bill to my
desk so I can sign it into law.

Rob will also work with Congress to pass
reforms that will help us reduce earmarks
and wasteful spending in the Federal budget.
Congress is now considering an emergency
supplemental bill that can show the Amer-
ican people we're determined to be respon-
sible with their money. I've set a clear limit
on spending that I will accept in this legisla-
tion, and if this bill goes over that limit, I'll
veto it.
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In the long run, the biggest challenge to
our Nation’s budgetary health is entitlement
spending on programs such as Social Security
and Medicare. Entitlement programs are
growing much faster than our ability to pay
for them. To keep these programs solvent,
we need to slow their growth to a level we
can afford. It’s not a cut. It’s the difference
between slowing your car down to the speed
limit and putting your car in reverse. Every
American family and business has to set pri-
orities and live within a budget, and so should
the United States Congress.

My administration is committed to fiscal
discipline and economic growth, and these
policies will have a strong champion in Rob
Portman. As OMB Director, Rob now as-
sumes one of the most important posts in
Washington. I'm pleased that he’s agreed to
serve our country once again. I look forward
to working with him to keep America’s econ-
omy the envy of the world, to create jobs
and opportunity for all our citizens, and de-
liver results for the American taxpayer.

Congratulations.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to former Secretary of Commerce
Donald L. Evans. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of Director Portman.

Remarks Honoring the 2006 Super
Bowl Champion Pittsburgh Steelers

June 2, 2006

Thank you all for coming. Please be seat-
ed. It sounds like some people have been
drinking some Iron City beer here. [Laugh-
ter] It’s such an honor to welcome the Pitts-
burgh Steelers here to the White House.
Congratulations on being the champs. You
had a ring for every finger; now you've got
one for the thumb.

I want to thank all the fans who've gath-
ered here. I want to thank Senators Specter
and Santorum for joining us—and Congress-
man Tim Murphy. I appreciate you all being
here. It’s good to see former U.S. Attorney
Dick Thornburgh, former Governor of Penn-
sylvania.
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The team probably doesn’t recognize him,
but they got quite a huge following here in
Washington, DC, including in my adminis-
tration. As a matter of fact, you have no great-
er fan than the new Director of the Central
Intelligence Agency. So he came in for one
of these briefings, see—he was going to keep
the President abreast of what’s going on in
the world. And he was wearing a “terrible
towel.” [Laughter] Back in his school days
in Pittsburgh, Mike spent a lot of time on
the football field. Most of the Steeler fans
know that Dan Rooney is a team owner, but
Mike Hayden is able to call him Coach. Mr.
Rooney was Mike’s coach. And you coached
him well.

I want to—look, I was a Texas Cowboy
fan, you know—T[laughter]—Dallas Cowboy
fan—and—yes, I know, I know. It’s kind of
hard for me to admit, but the Steeler fran-
chise is one of the really great franchises in
football history. And one of the reasons why
is because of the Rooney family.

You know, I used to be in baseball, and
I know the ability of an owner to affect the
culture of the team, to be able to instill the
habits necessary to win. And a class franchise
starts with class ownership. And the Roo-
neys—Mr. Dan Rooney and Mr. Art Roo-
ney—are classy people. And I welcome you
here to the White House.

I tested Mr. Rooney’s sense of humor. See,
I'm an early-morning riser, and of course, I
saw the Super Bowl and got up early and
was there in the Oval Office, and I just
couldn’t—I couldn’t hold back. And so I said
to the operator, “Get Mr. Rooney on the
phone. T've got something I want to say to
him.” Unfortunately, I had gone to bed rel-
atively early, and he had gone to bed rel-
atively late. [Laughter] So he took my phone
call after about 3 hours of sleep. And he was
a gentleman then, when I apologized for
waking him up; he’s a gentleman today.
Again, I want to publicly apologize—[laugh-
ter]—for routing you out of your sack.
[Laughter] Except I'm pretty—I'm pretty
sure you were happy to get the phone call.
[Laughter]

I want to congratulate all the coaches and
the folks who make the franchise run. I par-
ticularly want to say something about those
in the training room and those who pick up
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the laundry. Those are the folks that gen-
erally don’t get a lot of credit, but I know
the players will give you credit, and I know
the ownership gives you credit, and I know
Bill Cowher gives you credit. He is a—he’s
an amazing coach. He’s got the most unusual
expressions on the sideline. [Laughter] So 1
told the Vice President I was going to be
able to congratulate Coach Cowher in per-
son, and he said, “Well, get him to give me
some tips on his scowl.” [Laughter] You can’t
win a Super Bowl unless you've got a great
coach. And the Pittsburgh Steelers have a
great coach. And congratulations. Proud
you're here.

I want to congratulate the players and their
families. The country is proud of the way you
played football. You've got some amazing
characters on your team. You got a “Bus.”
You got a “Longhorn.” [Laughter] We used
to pump iron together. [Laughter] His took;
mine didn’t. [Laughter] You got a “Big Ben.”
And you got a man known for his swagger—
I've been looking forward to Joey Porter’s
new dance. [Laughter] He’s a great player,
and I'm proud to have him here at the White
House. You're welcome to be here. Thanks
for coming. I appreciate you.

Coach Cowher said this before the Super
Bowl: “You play as a team, and you're going
to walk away as champions.” And this team
played as a team. You may have some inter-
esting characters on the team, but one thing
the Pittsburgh Steelers learned to do was
play as a unit. And that’s why you're standing
right here. It was a tough brand of football.
It wasn’t always flashy, but you learned how
to win. And you're the kind of team Pitts-
burgh Steeler fans like to watch—hard-nosed
football.

About halfway through the season, a lot
of people were counting the Steelers out.
They said you didn’t have a chance. I kind
of know the feeling. [Laughter] But you won
eight games in a row, including three on the
road in the playoffs, and of course, Super
Bowl XL in Detroit. You had some amazing
unexpected players step up to help you play.
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You had the quarterback make an important
tackle, and you had yourself a receiver make
an important pass.

Super Bowl XL included other entries in
the record book—“Fast” Willie Parker, 75-
yard touchdown, the longest run in Super
Bowl history. Looking sharp, too. [Laughter]
Your quarterback was the youngest quarter-
back in history to win an NFL title. But the
most amazing thing about the victory, it
seemed like to me, and for a lot of other
fans, was you had a fine man, a man you
call “The Bus,” retire in his home city of De-
troit with the Lombardi Trophy in his arms.
It was a touching moment for football fans.

There’s a great responsibility with being
in the spotlight and being champions, and
I appreciate the acts of kindness the Pitts-
burgh Steelers do to help improve the com-
munity in which you live. I appreciate Jerome
Bettis” The Bus Stops Here Foundation that
helps underprivileged children in inner-cit-
ies. I appreciate Hines Ward, Super Bowl
MVP, who traveled to his mother’s home
country of South Korea to inspire children
of multiracial backgrounds speak out against
discrimination. I thought that was an act of
a champion.

I appreciate the players who participated
in Play Ball for Kids to raise money to help
somebody who needs help. You know, one
of the great admonitions of all time is to love
a neighbor like you'd like to be loved your-
self. And true champs do that. So it's an
honor to have champions on the field and
off the field here at the White House. It is
a joy for me to welcome you. Congratula-
tions. Play hard. I'll be around here next year
to see you come back. [Laughter]

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Daniel M. Rooney, chairman, Ar-
thur J. Rooney II, president, Bill Cower, head
coach, Jerome Bettis, former running back, Casey
Hampton, nose tackle, Ben Roethlisberger, quar-
terback, Joey Porter, linebacker, Willie Parker,
running back, and Hines Ward, wide receiver,
Pittsburgh Steelers.
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Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

May 27

In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had an intelligence briefing. Later,
he traveled to Newburgh, NY, where, upon
arrival, he met with USA Freedom Corps vol-
unteer Heather DiSilvio. He then traveled
to West Point, NY.

Later in the morning, the President re-
turned to Camp David, MD.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia to express
his condolences for the loss of life following
the earthquake in Java.

May 28

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush returned to Washington, DC.

May 29

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office,
he participated in separate signing cere-
monies for H.R. 1499, the Heroes Earned
Retirement Opportunities Act, and H.R.
5037, the Respect for America’s Fallen He-
roes Act.

In the evening, the President had a private
dinner with King Abdullah IT of Jordan.

May 30

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he had a meeting
with public policy experts on Iraqg.

Also in the morning, the President had
separate telephone conversations with Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of Russia, President
Jacques Chirac of France, and Chancellor
Angela Merkel of Germany to discuss the sit-
uation in Iran.

In the evening, in the Family Theater, the
President and Mrs. Bush hosted a screening
of the film “United 93.”

The President announced his intention to
nominate Henry M. Paulson, Jr., to be Sec-
retary of the Treasury.
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May 31

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he had separate tele-
phone conversations with President Hamid
Karzai of Afghanistan, Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan, and Prime Min-
ister Ehud Olmert of Israel.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
CIA Headquarters in Langley, VA. Later, he
returned to Washington, DC. He then trav-
eled to Baltimore, MD.

During the day, the President participated
in a swearing-in ceremony for Mark J. Sul-
livan as Director of the U.S. Secret Service.

In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

The President announced his appointment
of Raul F. Yanes as Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary.

June 1

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Hu Jintao
of China to discuss the situation in Iran.
Later, he had an intelligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President had lunch
with Vice President Dick Cheney.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome President Denis
Sassou-Nguesso of the Republic of the
Congo to the White House on June 5.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David H. Laufman to be Inspector
General of the Department of Defense.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Charles D. Nottingham to be a
member of the Surface Transportation Board
and, upon confirmation, to designate him as
Chairman.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Charles Darwin Snelling to be a
member of the Board of Directors of the
Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority.

The President announced his intention to
appoint George Nesterczuk as a member of
the Federal Salary Council for Labor Rela-
tions and Pay Policy and, upon appointment,
to designate him as Vice Chairman.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Dallas Rob Sweezy as a member of
the President’s Committee for People With
Intellectual Disabilities and, upon appoint-
ment, to designate him as Chair.
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The President announced his intention to
appoint R. Todd Gardenhire as a member
of the Advisory Committee to the Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation (Employer
Representative).

The President announced his intention to
appoint Nelson W. Wolff as a member of
the Advisory Committee to the Pension Ben-
efit Guaranty Corporation (Public Rep-
resentative).

June 2

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he had a telephone
conversation with Prime Minister John How-
ard of Australia to discuss the situations in
Iran and East Timor. Then, in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with Senior Minister Goh Chok
Tong of Singapore.

Later in the morning, the President par-
ticipated in a photo opportunity with mem-
bers of the American Society of the Italian
Legions of Merit.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome President Michelle
Bachelet of Chile to the White House on
June 8.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released May 29

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 1499 and
H.R. 5037
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Released May 30

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Released May 31

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S. 1736

Released June 1

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Statement by the Press Secretary: Presi-
dential Designation of Foreign Narcotics
Kingpins

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
President Denis Sassou-Nguesso of the Re-
public of the Congo

Fact sheet: Comprehensive Immigration Re-
form: Improving Worksite Enforcement

Released June 2

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
President Michelle Bachelet of Chile

Fact sheet: Economic Growth Continues—
More Than 5.3 Million Jobs Created Since
August 2003

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved May 29

H.R. 1499 / Public Law 109-227
Heroes Earned Retirement Opportunities
Act

H.R. 5037 / Public Law 109-228
Respect for America’s Fallen Heroes Act
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Approved May 31

S. 1736 / Public Law 109-229

To provide for the participation of employees
in the judicial branch in the Federal leave
transfer program for disasters and emer-
gencies
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